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(Pi Sunyer Augusto)

[Barcelona (Spain) 12.08.1879 - City of Mexico 12.01.1965]
(UNESCO Kalinga Prize Winner - 1955)

Doctor Augusto Pi Su ñer was a Medical physiologist, professor and writer. He was son of
Jaime Pi Suñyer and Carolina Sunyer. He studied in the University of Barcelona (Spain) where he was
graduated as a medicine lawyer, in 1899. He received the doctorate in Madrid in the year 1900. In
1904, he was titular professor of the chair of Physiology in the University of Seville. He was member
of the Medicine Academy of Barcelona in 1910, happened in 1916 to carry out the chair of Physiology
in the University of Barcelona, until 1939. He was dedicated to the scientific research in physiology,
in the Municipal Laboratory of Barcelona, directed by Ramon Turró. In 1920, he founded the Society
of Biology. He directed the Institute of Physiology of Barecelona, where he created a shcool of the
great international prestige, in whose publications he presented numerous scientific works. Elect
deputy to Cortes like federal republican (1916-1923), was member of the Council of General Culture
of Catalonia (1932-1939), and member of the Meeting of Extension of Studies and Scientific researches
of Madrid and of the Patronage of Government of the Independent University of Barcelona (1933-
1939). When finishing the Spanish Civil War exilió  to France, where he exerted the teaching staff in
the University of Tolosa until his transfer to Venezuela, in June of 1939, contracted by the Ministry of
Education to reorganize the education of the physiology in the country. He carried out teaching in the
National Pedagogical Institute and the central University of Venezuela, on which he founded and he
directed the Experimental Medicine Institute and formed a remarkable group of disciples. In 1945, he
founded the  Catalan Center of Caracas, of which he was the first president. Naturalized in 1952, he
remained in Caracas, until 1962, when he decided to call to account himself in Mexico, where he died.
The works written by Augusto Pi Suñyer are eminently scientific, although he is a character book
author  and also a great literateur, in prose and verse. He wrote in Castilian and Catalan.
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Biographical Sketch:

Doctor Augusto Pi Suner was born in
Barcelona, Spain on 12 of August of 1879, in a family
of famous doctors. He was Medicine doctor in the
year 1900. He oriented himself immediately towards
the investigation and soon he has to stand out like
one of the best physiologists of the world. He was
Professor Auxiliar de Fisiologi’a in the Medicine
Faculty, University of Barcelona in 1902. He was also
Numerario University Professor of Human Physiology,
by opposition in the Medicine Faculty of Seville in
1904. He became Numerario University Professor of
Physiology in the Medicine Faculty in Barcelona in
1916. He was also Numerario member of the Real
Medicine Academy of Barcelona in 1911. He became
President of the Real Medicine Academy of
Barcelona 1926-1939. Member of the ÍInstitute de
Ciencies (Institut d’ Estudis Catalans).

He obtained Doctor “Honoris Causes” of the
University of Toulouse in 1922, and of the Central
University of Venezuela in 1947. He was Honorary
member of the Medicine Academy of Buenos Aires
in 1919, of the Medicine Academy of Paris in 1947,
of the Institute of Sciences of Coimbra in 1919, of
the “Kaiserlich Deutsche Akademie der
Naturförscher”, Finds a. S. in 1937, of the Real
Medicine Academy of Montevideo, Member of Honor
of the Medical Association Argentina, of the Scientific
Association Argentina and Titular of the Chair “Ramon
and Cajal” in the University of Buenos Aires in 1919.
Doctor Pi Sunyer Augusto was a Member Honorario-
Fundador of the Venezuelan Association for the
Advance of Science in 1950. He was Honorary
member of the Society Argentina de Biologi’a in 1941
and of the Societies of Biology of Paris, of the Belgian,
for Society Experimental Biology and Medicine of
New York and Fundador of the Societat de Biologi’a
of Barcelona “Chevalier of the Legion 1920” Officier
and Honneur d’d’ Instruction Publique” in 1918.
Commander gives “ Ordem de S. Tiago gives Sword”
in 1921. He obtained the medal of Instruction of the
Republic of Venezuela in 1945, National Prize

“Achúcarro” by investigations on nervous physiology
in 1972, Prize ‘Pourat”. “Intitut de France” (Academy
of Sciences) by the book on Neurovegetativo System
in 1948. He also obtained  Prize of the Council of
Public Instruction of Spain and of the “Meeting for
Extension of Studies and Scientific researches” of
Spain, and of the “Consell de Cultura of the
Generalitat de Catalunya”. He was Member of the
Patronage of Government of the Independent
University of Barcelona, Director of the “Institute de
Fisiologi’a” of Barcelona (Generalitat de Catalunya),
and  Professor of Physiology of the Medicine Faculty
of the Central University of Venezuela from 1940. He
became Professor of Biology and Biochemistry of
the National Pedagogical Institute of Venezuela from
1942, and was Director -Fundador of Experimental
Medicine Institute from 1940 to 1951.

He received the Most Prestigious
International Kalinga Prize in the 1955, Prize
created by Kalinga Foundation Trust, a
leading Cultural Foundation of Orissa, India
and granted by UNESCO. Pi Suñer worked during
48 years in Spain, Argentina and Venezuela. He
has written 18 books, among them two in English
: The Bridge of Life (1950) and Classics of Biology
(1955). He published more than 200 scientific
works, written in Castilian, many in French, others
in Catalan and several in English and German, all
related to different aspects from medical sciences
such as nutrition, metabolism, biochemistry,
endocrinology and physiology. Even though he was
attached to the rigid disciplines of the scientific
method, Pi Suñer knew to elevate his thought until
penetrating with sobriety, tino and elegance in the
field of Literature and the physiology.

The illustrious life of this Catalan intimately is
bound to the progress of Physiological Sciences in
three countries: Spain, Argentina and Venezuela.

Like militant of the Republican left party of
Catalonia, during 5 years, as of 1918, he was
delegated to Cuts by Figueres. Raised with weather
and dignity dragging the vicissitude next to his, bore
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that long night of anguishes and pains that were the
civil war. Later he had to face the unforeseeable luck
of exile, to let his earth to remain with a conviction.

When finalizing the war of Spain, Doctor Pi
Suñer was in France. On behalf of the Committee of
“recherche Scientifique” he worked in 1939, when
the Minister of National Education of Venezuela,
Enrique Tejera, made be worth his influences before
the Venezuelan Government to obtain the hiring of
the services of professor Pi Suñer. He arrived tomorrow
at Caracas in a free from April of 1939. According to
Graci’a Arocha wrote, Pi Suñer arrived at our mother
country under only the shelter from its Science and
its conscience, any by all company, the suitcases
of the exile, the wife to whom adored and a few books
under the arm. He was gotten up to the Chair of
Physiology, in which he found his two first disciples
: Doctor Humberto Garci’a Arocha who was Head of
the Practical Works and Doctor Marcel Granier -
Doyeux that carried out the position of Preinn. Since
then Pi Suñer began to elaborate the ambitious
project that would be to culminate in the foundation
of the Experimental Medicine Institute, for which he
counted on the enthusiastic collaboration of the then
Director of the Central University of Venezuela, Doctor
Antonio Jose Castle. During the months of July,
August and September of  1939, the means studied
at great length to take to happy term the mentioned
project, surely and effectiveness the list of the material
that had to be requested were elaborated with care
and the suitable premises looked for. Thanks to a
new intervention of Doctor Tejera, secundado by the
Governing Castle, chose two small houses located
in the Avenue San Martin for the provisional
Installation of an institution of test. Simultaneously
with this creative work, a partial reform of the training
program in the Faculty of Medical Sciences was
carried out. A stage of waves was begun reforms.
His scientific thought, forged in the strong disciplines
of the laboratory, influenced powerfully to make
change the points of view of a purely descriptive
medicine, circumscribed to symptoms, semiológicas
explorations, clinical histories and evidences. Pi
Suñer said that the disease is expression of the

altered function and this one cannot be included/
understood until as much do not penetrate the
physical mechanisms, chemical and physical-
chemistries that characterize the normal function.
Other words over and over again, Pi Suñer stressed
that the medicine, to become scientist, has to analyze
the clinical fact to the light of the fisiopatológicos
processes, structural and biochemical that determine
each ailment and each disease. This was the
essence of all its lessons of Physiology and the
courses of Fisiopatologia that was called on to dictate
to him. In the land of Physiological Sciences, Pi
Suñer changed the resources necessary to organize
laboratories. It was as well as between us; he turned
the Physiology, the Fisiopatologia and the
Pharmacology in to experimental sciences. The Chair
of Biochemistry in substitution of the one of Medical
Chemistry was created. The one of Fisiopatologia in
connection with the one of General Pathology was
created and anachronistic Chair of Therapeutic
General and Medical Matter by the modern one of
Pharmacology was replaced.

The Institution of test quickly began to give fruits
of appreciable value, is so the 28 of June of 1940
became a memorable day in annals of the
Venezuelan Medicine. The Minister of National
Education, Professor Arturo Uslar Pietri declared
inaugurated the Experimental Medicine Institute in
an act witnessed by notary public and solemn which
he attended with the President of the Republic,
General Eleazar Lopez Contreras.

In Venezuela, Augusto Pi Suñer wrote ten
books, two novels, multitude of tests and
monographs, collections in scientific magazines and
cultural publications. Facing the adversity, trocó pain
and congoja in uncontrollable eagerness of work and
creation. Augusto Pi Suñer died (Mexico the 12 of
January of 1965)  leaving us the fullness of his work
and neatness of his example. And as Garci’a Arocha
said to Doctor Humberto (his disciple), who when
evoking to him, the memory recreates in its beautiful
human dimension. Because over the scientist, the
writer and the university professor always his
generous spirit overflowed, he always showed the
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candor that he retained of the childhood, straight line
the irrevocable position and the gesture in the nobility
and dignity. Who circumscribles his tasks to give
classes, to instruct or to give explanations is, in any
case, the professor, the university professor or the
teacher of school or factory. But who does not settle
down limits to exert his pedagogia, that really
persecutes universal goals, of justice and beauty to
illuminate with his lesson the scope of the classroom
and the penumbrae of the street, that is the Teacher.
Teacher was Augusto Pi Suñer. It is not easy in the
same way to have a teacher, because the Teacher is
born Masterful, who is born a young painter and
another one is born poet. A bronze plate with the
efigie of the Teacher, placed in the present seat of
the Experimental Medicine Institute, remembers to
all the meaning of the work made by the Teacher in
its mother country of adoption. The future generations
of students will be able to see in him the sincere
testimony of the gratitude of his first disciples and
collaborator.

Bibliography :

(i) The anomalies of the metabolism of the
glúcidos ones and its clinical meaning.
Montevideo : It presses Rosgal 1939.

(ii) Augusto Pi Suñyer L’home i l’obra. Barcelona
: Societat Catalan of Biologia Branch of
ÍInstitute d’Estudis Catalans 1966.

(iii) Classics of Biology. New York Philosophical
Library 1955.

(iv) Contact with East, Caracas : Terra Ferma
Patronat of Culture of Centre Catala 1980.

(v) Dispersa and combines : tests. Caracas:
National Pedagogical Institute, 1945.

(vi) Them distrofies to per retard. Barcelona: s.n
1928.

(vii) The doctrine of internal secretions. 2a ed.
Barcelona, Spain: Biochemical Institute
Hermes, 1919.

(viii) Human Physiology. Madrid: Peace Montalvo,
1962. 2 v.

(ix) The foundations of Biology. 2a ed. Caracas :
Central university of Venezuela, 1965.

(x) The mechanisms of physiological correlation,
internal adaptation and unification of functions.
Barcelona: P. Salvat 1920.

(xi) The novel of the Beasvi, Mexico : Minerva
Editions, 1944.

(xii) Our medicine, Caracas : Grafolit 1947.

(xiii) The oxidation in the living beings, Caracas :
Industrial Technical School, 1943.

(xiv) Poetries, Caracas : Catala Centers 1970.

(xv) Principle and term of Biology, Caracas :
Ministry of Education, 1981.

(xvi) Trofica sensitivity, Mexico : General Company
Editora, 1941.

(xvii) The neurovegetativo system, Mexico: Uteha
1947.

(xviii) Sunyer metges fill stops i. Mexico : Xaloc
Editorial 1957.

(xix) The Bridge of life, New York MacMillan 1951.

(xx) Coaut, Treaty of general physiology, Barcelona
: Gustavo Gili 1909.

(xxi) The functional unit, Maxico: General Company
Editora, 1944.2 indirect v.: Freites of Acosta,
Alecia. Augusto Pi Sunyer bibliography.
Caracas : Central university of Venezuela,
Experimental Medicine Institute, 1970.

(xxii) LEONI, Raul and others. Pi Sunyer a name, a
work, a flag. Cumana : University of East,
1966.

(xxiii) Granier - Doyeux M. (1954). The work of
Augusto Pi Suñer in Venezuela. 102-109

(xxiv) Humberto Garci’a Arocha. Centenary of the
Birth of Augusto de Augusto Pi Suñer. The
National. Thursday 24 of May of 1979.

(xxv) Book published in Tribute to Doctor Augusto
Pi Suñer. Mexico 1954. Xv-xvi Page.



6

Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

Iconography :

It photographs, Elite caracas, núm. 2.101,
January 1, 1966. It Photographs, Alfredo Boulton
1950, Images, Caracas : 1982. Photography, We,
Caracas, núm. 14, August 1962. Photographies,
collection National Library, Caracas. Photography,
the National Caracas, January 14, 1965.

Source :

Polar foundation, Dictionary of History of
Venezuela, 2a Edition, Caracas : Polar Foundation,
1997.

Books by Doctor Augusto Pi Suner :
1. Classics of Biology

Format : Paperback

Publication Date : January 2003

2. Bridge of Life : From Reality to Mystery

3. The Bridge of Life

4. Principio Y Termino De La Biologia

5. The Problem of the metabolism. Conference of
Extension of Medical Culture, Celebrated in the
Real Medicine Academy of Madrid.
Publication : Madrid, Est Tip Enrique de
Teodoro, 1917.


