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UNESCO Kalinga Prize Winner-1961

Arthur C. Clarke’ s Laws
Clarke’ s First Law :
“When a distinguished but elderly scientist states that something is possible he is almost certainly
right. When he states that something is impossible, he is very probably wrong.”

Clarke’ s Second Law :
“The only way of discovering the limits of the possible is to venture a little way past them into the
impossible.”

Clarke’ s Third Law:
“Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic”

“ I now realize that it was my interest in astronautics that led me to the ocean. Both involve exploration,
of course-but that’s not the only reason. When the first skin-diving equipment started to appear in
the late 1940s, I suddenly realized that here was a cheap and simple way of imitating one of the
most magical aspects of space flight – weightessness.”

...Arthur C. Clarke

[Born : 1917 December 16, Minehead, Somerset , UK  - - -      ]

ARTHUR C. CLARKE
A Science Fiction Legend
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About Sir Arthur C. Clarke

Still going strong and recently Knighted, the visionary inventor of geosynchronous communications satellites
is prolific as an author, TV producer, and professional prognosticator. Fascinated by outer space, he has
also been drawn to the sea. His membership on Earthtrust’s Advisory Board speaks volumes about his
priorities – and Earthtrust’s – as’2001’ has passed and ‘2010’ looms on the horizon.

“Fishermen sometimes amuse themselves by spearing mantas and
letting the terrified beasts tow their boats – often for miles –

before they are exhausted. Why quite decent men wil perpetrate
on sea creatures atrocities which they would instantly condemn if
inflicted upon land animals (has anyone ever harpooned a hors to
make it how his car?) is a question not hard to answer . Fish live
in an alien element, and many of them have outlandish shapes;
therefore we feel none of the sympathy, none of the kinship, for
them which often links us to the creatures of the land. Few of us

ever overcome the reaction that classes anything strange as
automatically dangerous.

Let us hope that we will not always retain this primitive
behaviour , and will ultimately learn to base our judgments on

something more than mere appearance. For one day, when the
frontiers of space are down, we may meet creatures who are much
more hideous than manta – and much more intelligent than Man.”
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Arthur C. Clarke : A Biographical Note

Born at Minehead, Somerset in 1917:educated at Huish’s Grammar School, Taunton. Entered H.M.
Exchequer & Audit Department in 1936, then served in the RAF.While running the prototype GCA
(Ground Controlled Approach) radar, he developed the basic theory of Communications Satellites,
and published it in 1945.

After demobilization, he took First Class Honours in Physics and Mathematics at King’s College,
London, which later elected him Fellow. From 1948 to 1950 he was Assistant Editor of Physcis
Abstracts at the Institution of Electrical Engineers. He was Chairman of the British Interplanetary
Society 1946/7, 1950/3.

Since 1954 his interest in underwater exploration has taken him to the Great Barrier Reef of Australia
and the Indian Ocean, and he is now a director of the Colombo-based Underwater Safaris.

He has published more than seventy books and made many appearances on Radio and TV, most
notably with Walter Cronkite on CBS during the Apollo Missions. His 13-part “Mysterious World”
and “Strange Powers” TV programmes have been seen worldwide.

He is a Council Member of Society of Authors, A Vice-President of the H.G. Wells Society and a
member of many other Scientific and Literary Organizations. His honours include several Doctorates
in science and literature, a Franklin Institute Award, the UNESCO-Kalinga Prize , and an Oscar
Nomination for the Screenplay of 2001: A Space Odyssey. In 1987 he was invited to New Delhi to
deliver the Nehru Memorial lecture, under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. He has
also been Vikram Sarabhai Professor at the Physical Research Laboratories, Ahmedabad . In 1989
the astronauts’ and cosmonauts’ exclusive organization, the Association of Space Explorers, awarded
him their Special Achievement Medal at a ceremony in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

His recreations include observing the Equatorial skies with a 14" telescope, table-tennis (despite
Post-Polio Syndrome) and playing with his Rhodesian Ridgeback and his six computers.

He has lived in Sri Lanka for the past 30 years, and in 1979 President Jayewardene appointed him
Chancellor of the University of Moratuwa, near Colombo, which is the location of the Government-
established Arthur Clarke Centre for Modern Technologies, specializing in communications and
computers. He is also Chancellor of the International Space University, and Master of Richard Huish
College, Taunton.

In 1989 H.M. the Queen awarded him a CBE for “services of British cultural interests in Sri Lanka.”
On returning to UK in 1992 for his 75th birthday celebrations, he was made the first Freeman of his
home town, Minehead. He was nominated for the Noble Peace Prize in 1994.
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UK writer, resident since 1956 in Sri Lanka, one of
the grand masters of science fiction with Isaac
Asimov and Robert A. Heinlein. Apart from his
literary endeavours, however, Clarke may best be
remembered as the inventor of communication
satellite, an idea he first expounded in a 1945 article
entitled ‘Extraterrestrial Relays’.

“Behind every man now alive stand thirty ghosts,

for that is the ratio by which the dead outnumber

the living. Since the dawn of time, roughly a

hundred billion human beings have walked the

planet Earth.

—Now this is as interesting number , for by a

curious coincidence there are approximately a

hundred billion stars in our local universe, the Milky

Way. So for every man who has ever lived, in this

universe, there shines a st ar.” (from Clarke’s

foreword in 2001, A Space Odyssey, 1968)

Arthur C. Clarke was born at the coast town of
Minehead, as the eldest of four children. He became
interested in science in early age, and constructed
his first telescope at thirteen. Clarke’s father died
when he was fourteen and his mother, left with her
children, gave riding lessons to augment the family
income.

While in school Clarke started to writes ‘fantastic’
stories and read eagerly the magazine Astounding
Stories. He also read works from such writers as
H.G. Wells and Jules Verne and looked at the stars
through his homemade telescopes. On leaving
school he worked in the Exchequer and Adult
Department in London. His apartment became the
headquarters of the British Interplanetary Society,
and in 1949 he became its chairman. Clarke served
from 1941 to 1946 in the Royal Air Force,
specializing in radar, and sold during the service his

first science-fiction stories. In 1945 he wrote a
technical paper that was the forerunner of
communication satellites. The essay was reprinted
in ASCENT TO ORBIT, a collection of his technical
writings, that he brought out after receiving the
Marconi Award in 1982 for his contributions to
communications technology.

After the war Clarke entered King’s College, London,
and took his B.Sc. with honours in physics and
mathematics in 1948. His first published novel,
PRELUDE TO SPACE, was written in three weeks
during the summer of 1947. From 1949 to 1951 he
was an assistant editor of Physics Abstracts. Since
1952 Clarke has been a full-time writer. In the 1950s
Clarke became interested in undersea exploration
and moved to Sri Lanka, writing several fiction and
nonfiction books and articles about the Indian Ocean.
With his friend Mike Wilson he filmed the Great
Barrier Reef of Australia, from which his novel THE
DEEP RANGE (1957) derives. Clarke also worked
as a director of Rocket Publishing, London,
Underwater Safaris, Colombo, and Spaceward
Corporation, New York.

In 1962 Clarke became completely paralyzed after
an accidental böow on the head. He wrote DOLPHIN
ISLAND as his farewell to the sea. After recovering
Clarke started his cooperation with the director
Stanley Kubrick and later he accompanied his friend
Mike Wilson on an underwater adventure six miles
off the coast of Sir Lanka, which was depicted in
THE TREASURE OF THE GREAT REEF (1964).
However, Clarke still spent over six months out of
his beloved island because of tax laws. In 1975 the
Indian government presented him with a satellite
dish, with which he was able to receive programs
broadcast from experimental satellite ATS6.

Arthur Charles Clarke (1917- ) – Pseudonyms :
Charles Willis, E.G. O’Brien  – A Brief Profile
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“The island of Ceylon is a small universe; it

cont ains as many variations of culture,scenery ,

and climate as some countries a dozen times its

size. What you get from it depends on what you

bring; if you never stray from your hotel bar or the

dusty streets of westernized Colombo, you could

perish of fulminating boredom in a week, and it

would serve you right. But if you are interested in

people, history , nature, and art-the things that

really matter-you may find, as I have, that a lifetime

is not enough.” (Clarke in The View from Serendip,
1977)

In the 1980s Clarke was a presenter of the television
series Arthur C. Clarke’s Mysterious World (1980)
and World of Strange Powers (1985). He lectured
widely in Britain and in the United States. In 1980
he was Vikram Sarabhai Professor at Physical
Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad, India. Until
1982 Clarke has written his books with a typewriter,
but after the arrival of his first computer – 5 MB of
memory-he used only his word processor.

Among Clarke’s best known work is the short story
THE SENTINEL (1951) about man’s contact with
sentient life. In the spring of 1964, Clarke retired to
Hotel Chelsea in New York and started to write a
novel about a space travel. His illustrious
acquaintances during this period included Arhur
Miller, Andy Warhol, Allen Ginsberg, and Norman
Mailer. Clarke’s work became the basis of the novel
and film 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY (1968), for
which Clarke wrote the script with Stanley Kubrick.
In the story a mysterious monolith is found buried
beneath the surface of the moon. It send’s a signal
towards Jupiter. To solve the mystery astronauts
are sent to Jupiter with the help of the super-computer
HAL 9000. With the amazing computer Clarke
presents one of the basic philosophical questions:
can there be intelligence without consciousness?
After series of accident’s and HAL’s operations, one
of the astronauts, David Bowman, is left alone as
the ship reaches the planet. He embarks on the
final step in humankind’s next developmental stage.

Clarke continued the Odyssey Saga in three
sequels, 2010: ODYSSEY TWO (1982), 2061:
ODYSSEY THREE (1988), and 3001: THE FINAL
ODYSSEY (1996).

Clarke’s other works include CHILDHOOD’S END
(1953), a story about the beginning of the age of
Humankind after Overlods have eliminated
ignorance, disease and poverty, EARTHLIGHT
(1955), A FALL OF MOONDUST (1961), a tale of
marooned moon schooner.

RENDEZVOUS WITH RAMA (1973), in which a
research team is sent to investigate a cylindrical
object hurtling through the solar system, and THE
FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE (1979). In the 1980s
Clarke wrote with Gentry Lee, the chief engineer on
Project Galileo, CRADLE (1988). Originally
conceived as a movie project, and RAMA II (1989).
Clarke’s catastrophe novel THE HAMMER OF
GOOD (1993) about an asteroid hurtling toward
Earth, anticipated such films as Deep Impact (1998)
and Armageddon (1998).

The Kubrick/Clarke vision from 1968 of computers
and space programs at the turn of the century did
not came true. There are no HAL like computers
with artificial intelligence that could say: “I’m sorry,
Dave, I’m afraid I can’t do that…” and continue with
their own plans. In an interview Clarke stated : “We
science-fiction writers never attempt to predict.
In fact, it’s the exact opposite. As my friend Ray
Bradbury said, ‘We  do this not to predict the
future but to prevent it.’’’  (Newsweek, December
2000-February 2001, special edition)

Clarke is fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society
and recipient of many awards for his science fiction.
He was the guest of honour at the 1956 World
Science Fiction Convention, when he won a Hugo
for his story ‘The Star’. Rendezvous with Rama won
the Nebula and Hugo Awards, and the John W.
Campbell Memorial Award. Clarke has also won the
Franklin Gold Medal, and in 1962 the UNESCO-
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Kalinga Prize for popularizing science. He married
Marilyn Mayfield in 1954 (divorced 1964). Clarke’s
Venus Prime series is franchised to Paul Preuses.

“Nevertheless, it is vital to remember that

information – in the sense of raw data – is not

knowledge; that knowledge is not wisdom; and

that wisdom is not foresight. But information is

the first essential step to all of these.” (from ‘Is
There Life After Television’ in Greetings, Carbon-
Based Bipeds!, 1999)

Among Clarke’s central themes in his fiction is the
“spiritual” rebirth and the search for man’s place in
the universe. However, his technological details are
flawless, and often he has guessed right new
advances in science. “Any sufficiently advanced
technology is indistinguishable from magic.”
In Rendezvous with Rama the discussions of a
research team form an allegory for the great question
of the meaning of life. 2001 traces the evolution of
man and humanity’s quest for existential answers,
symbolized by the unearthly monolith. In the
sequels technological progress allows to reveal
some of the secrets behind the monolith. In an article
from 1999, ‘The Twentieth-Firth Century: A (Very)
Brief History,’ Clarke predicts that the last coal mine
is closed in 2006, a city in a third world country is
devastated in 2009 by the accidental explosion of
an Abomb in its armory, and in 2014 starts the
construction of Hilton Orbiter Hotel.

For further reading:  Arthur C. Clarke: A Critical
Companion by Robin Anne Reid (1997); World
Authors 1900-1950, ed. By M. Seymour-Smith and
A.C. Kimmens (1996); Arthur C. Clarke: The
Authorized Biography by Neil McAleer (1992);
Clarke’s Odysseys by Peter Stockill (1990); Arthur
C. Clarke: A Primary  and Secondary Bibliography
by David N. Samuelson (1984); Against the Night,
the Stars by J. Hollow (1983, rev. ed. 1987); Arthur
C. Clarke by E.S. Rabkin (1979); The Space
Odysseys of Arthur C. Clarke by G.E. Slusser
(1978); Arthur C. Clarke, ed. By J.D. Olander and

M.H. Greenberg (1977) – “Arthur and I share similar

views on science fiction, on science fiction, on

science, on social questions, and on politics. I have

never had an occasion to disagree with him on any

of these things, which is a credit to his clear-thinking

intelligence.”  (Isaac Asimov in I. Asimov:A Memoir,
1994)

Selected works :
® INTERPLANETARY SPACE, 1950

® THE EXPLORATION OF SPACE, 1951

® PRELUDE TO SPACE, 1951

® THE SANDS OF MARS, 1951- Marsin

aamunkoitto

® ISLANDS IN THE SKY, 1952-Iimojen saaret

® CHILDHOOD’ END , 1953 – Lapsuuden loppu

® EXPEDITION TO EARTH, 1953 (includes the

short story The Sentinel)

® THE EXPLORATION OF MOON, 1854

® THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN SPACE, 1954

® EARTHLIGHT, 1955 – Maan valo

® THE COAST OF CHORAL, 1956

® THE CITY AND THE STARS, 1956 – Kadonnut

menneisyys

® THE DEEP RANGE, 1957

® THE MAKING OF THE MOON, 1957

® THE REEFS OF TABROBANE, 1957

® TALES FROM THE WHITE HART, 1957

® THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY, 1958

® BOY BENEATH THE SEA, 1958

® VOICE ACROSS THE SEA, 1958

® ACROSS THE SEA OF STARS, 1959

® THE CHALLENGE OF THE SEA, 1960

® THE CHALLENGE OF THE SPACESHIP, 1960

® THE FIRST FIVE FATHOMS, 1960

® A FALL OF MOONDUST, 1961-SELENE I

® FROM THE OCEANS, FROM THE STARS,

1962

® REACH FOR TOMORROW, 1962

® TALES FROM TEN WORLDS, 1962

® INDIAN OCEAN ADVENTURE, 1962
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® PROFILES OF THE FUTURE, 1962

® DOLPHIN ISLAND, 1963

® GLIDE PATH, 1963

® THE TREASURE OF THE GREAT REEF, 1964

® MAN AND SPACE, 1964-Ulos avaruuteen

® VOICES FROM THE SKY, 1965

® PRELUDE TO MARS, 1965

® THE NINE BILLION NAMES OF GOD, 1967

® ED.: THE COMING OF THE AGE, 1967

® ED.: TIME PROBE, 1967

® ASECOND ARTHUR C.CLARKE OMNIBUS,

1968

® THE PROMISE OF THE SKY, 1968

® 2001:A SPACE ODYSSEY, 1968-

Avaruusseikkailu – film 1968, dir. By Stanley

Kubrick

® GLIDE PATH, 1969

® THE LION OF COMARRE AND AGAINST THE

FALL OF THE NIGHT, 1970

® FIRST ON THE MOON, 1970

® MEETING WITH MEDUSA, 1971

® OF TIME AND STARS, 1972-Tähtiaika

® THE WIND FROM THE SUN, 1972- Tuuli

auringosta

® BEYOND JUPITER, 1972

® INDIAN OCEAN TREASURE, 1972

® INTO SPACE, 1972

® THE LOST WORLDS OF 2001,1972

® REPORT ON PLANET THREE, 1972

® RENDEZVOUS WITH RAMA, 1973- Uhka

avaruudesta

® IMPERIAL EARTH: A FANTASY OF LOVE

AND DISCORD, 1975

® THE VIEW FROM SERENDIP, 1977

® THE FOUNTAINS OF PARDISES, 1979-

Paratiisin suihkulähteet

® ARTHUR C. CLARKE’S MYSTERIOUS

WORLD, 1980

® 2010 : ODYSSEY TWO, 1980- 2010

Avaruusodysseia – Film 1984, dir. By Peter

Hyams

® ASCENT TO ORBIT: A SCIENTIFIC

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 1984.

® ARTHUR C. CLARKE’S WORLDK OF

STRANGE POWERS, 1985 (with Simon

Welfare and John Fairley)

® ODYSSEY FILE , 1985 (with Peter Hyams)

® SELECTED WORKS, 1985

® ed.: ARTHUS C. CLARKE’S JULY

20,2019,1986

® THE SONGS OF DISTANT EARTH, 1986-

Kaukaisen maan laulut

® 2061 : ODYSSEY THREE, 1987 – suom.

® ARTHUR C. CLARKE’S CHRONICLES OF THE

STRANGE AND MYSTERIUS, 1987

® CRADLE , 1988 (with Gentry Lee) – Kehto

® RAMA II, 1989(with Gentry Lee) – suom.

® TALES FROM THE PLANET EARTH, 1989

® ASTOUNDING DAYS: A science Fiction

Autobiography , 1989

® THE GHOST FROM THE GRAND BANKS,

1990

® PROJECT SOLAR SAIL, 1990 (ed.)

® THE GARDEN OF RAMA, 1991 ( with Gentry

Lee)

® THE GHOST FROM THE GRAND BANKS,

1991

® THE FANTASTIC MUSE, 1992

® HOW THE WORLD WAS ONE, 1992

® BY SPACE POSSESSED, 1993

® THE HAMMER OF GOD, 1993

® RAMA REVEALED, 1993

® ed.: First Men in the Moon by H.G. Wells, 1993

® ed.: war of the Worlds by H.G. Wells, 1993

® ARTHUR C.CLARKE’S A-Z OF MYSTERIES,

1994 (with Simon Welfare and John Fairley)

® 3001: THE FINAL ODYSSEY, 1996

® GREETINGS, CARBON-BASED BIPEDS!,

1999 (ed. By lan Mac Auley)

® THE TRIGGER, 2000 (with Michale Kube – Mc

Dowell)

q
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Author and scientist Sir Arthur C. Clarke was born
in Minehead, Somerset, England on December
16,1917, and attended Huish’s Grammar School in
Taunton, 1927-36. Then in 1936 he moved to London,
where he joined the British Interplanetary Society.
There he started to experiment with astronautic
material and write the BIS Bulletin, as well as
science fiction stories.

During World War II, as an RAF officer, he was in
charge of the first radar talk-down equipment, the
Ground Controlled Approach, during its experimental
trials. His only non-science-fiction novel, Glide Path,
is based on this work.

In 1945, Dr. Clarke published the technical paper
“Extra Terrestrical Relays”, which presented the
principles of satellite communication from satellites
in geostationary orbits. This revolutionary concept
was realized some 25 years later and brought him
numerous honors, such as the 1982 Marconi
International Fellowship , a gold medal of the Franklin
Institute, the Vikram Sarabhai Professorship of the
Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad, the
Lindbergh Award and a Fellowship of King’s College,
London. Today, the geostationary orbit at 42,000
kilometers is named The Clarke Orbit by the
International Astronomical Union.

After the war, Dr. Clarke returned to London and to
the BIS, over which he presided in 1946-47 and 1950-
53. He obtained first class honors in Physics and
Mathematics at King’s College in 1948.

In 1954, Dr. Clarke wrote to Dr.Harry Wexler, then
chief of the Scientific Services Division, U.S.
Weather Bureau, about satellite applications for
weather forecasting . Of these communications, a
new branch of meteorology was born. Dr. Wexler
became the driving force for the use of rockets and
satellites for meteorological research and operations.

A love of diving and coral reef systems took Sir Arthur
to Colombo, Sri Lanka, in December 1954, and there
he has lived since 1956. He was the first non-citizen
to be granted “Resident Guest” status 1975. He  is
there still, living with his adopted family and involved
in as many as 80  projects simultaneously , including
his continuing works of science fiction, for which he
is most well known . This in itself would be a
remarkable achievement for any man, let alone a
man approaching 90 years of age who considers
himself fortunate to be suffering from post polio
syndrome (most people don’t survive the polio, he
reminds us).

On 26 May 2000, Dr. Clarke was presented the
“Award of Knight Bachelor” at a ceremony in
Colombo, two years after the title was conferred on
him.

Sir Arthur Clarke is the author of many books and
has participated in the production of a variety of films
about space. The first story Clarke sold
professionally was “Rescue Party”, written in March
1945 and appearing in Astounding Science in May
1946 . In 1964, he started to work with Stanley
Kubrick on a novel and movie script for the “definitive
science fiction story”. Four years later, he shared
an Oscar Academy Award nomination with Mr.
Kubrick for the film version of 2001: A Space
Odyssey . Sir Arthur subsequently co-broadcasted
the Apollo 12 and 15 missions with Walter Cronkite
and Wally Schirra for CBS. In 1985 he published a
sequel to 2001, 2010: Odyssey Two, and worked
with Peter Hyams on the movie version. His thirteen-
part TV series Arthur C. Clarke’s Mysterious World
in 1981 and Arthur C.Clarke’s World of Strange
Powers in 1984 has now been screened in many
countries. Morgan Freeman and movie company
Digital Revelations are currently making a version
of the novel Rendezvous with Rama, and actress
Hilary Swank has bought the movie rights to make

Sir Arthur Charles Clarke, CBE - Detailed Biography



9

Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

Childhoods End, showing the endless appeal of Sir
Arthur’s Work.

Below is a mostly complete list of his honours and
achievements.

Affiliations :

® Chancellor, International Space University
(1989-

® Chancellor, University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
(1979-

® Chairman, British Interplanetary Society 1947-
50, 1953.

® Hon. Chairman, Society of Satellite
Professionals

® President, British Science Fiction Association

® Life Member: Assn. of British Science Writers

® Hon. Vice President, H.G. Wells Society

Patron:
® Arthur Clarke Centre for Modern Technologies,

Sri Lanka

® Sri Lanka Assn.for the Advancement of
Science

® Sri Lanka Astronomical Association

® Sri Lanka Animal Welfare Association

® Science Fiction Foundation

® British Sub Aqua-Club

® National Institute for Paraplegics, Sri Lanka

Council Member:
® Society of Authors

Advisory Council:
® International Science Policy Foundation
® Fauna International (Sri Lanka)
® Earth Trust

Board Member :
® National Space Society (USA)

® Space Generation Foundation (USA)
® IAU (SETI) Commission 51
® The Planetary Society (USA)
® Lindbergh Award Nominations Committee

(USA)

Trustee:
® Institute of Integral Education (Sri Lanka)
® Society Memberships:

Fellow:
® Royal Astronomical Society
® Royal Society of Arts

Member:
® Royal Asiatic Society
® British Astronomical Association
® Science Fiction Writers of America
® Astronomical Society of the Pacific

Director:
® Rocket Publishing Company (UK)
® Underwater Safaris (Sri Lanka)

Awards and Honours:
® CBE (Queen’s Birthday Honours List, 1989)
® British Interplanetary Society, Hon. Fellow
® American Astronautical Asociation, Hon,

Fellow
® World Academy of Art & Science,

Academician
® International Academy of Astronautics, Hon.

Fellow 1960
® Franklin Institute Stuart Ballantine Gold Medal

1963
® Franklin Institute, Fellow 1971
® Beaver College, Pennsylvania, Hon. D.Sc 1971
® AIAA Aerospace Communications Award,

1974
® AIAA Hon. Fellow, 1976
® Boston Museum of Science, Bradford

Washburn Award, 1977
® King’s College, London, Fellow 1977
® University of Moratuwa, Hon. D.Sc., 1979
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® Academy of Television Arts & Sciences
Engineering Award, 1981

® Fellow, Institute of Robotics, Carnegie-Mellon,
1981

® Marconi International Fellowship, 1982
® Hon. Fellow, Instn. of Engineers, Sri Lanks,

1983
® IEEE Centennial Medal, 1984
® National Academy of Engineering (USA)

Foreign Associate 1986
® Vidya Jyothi Medal (Presidential Science

Award) 1986
® Charles A Lindbergh Award, 1987
® Third World Academy of Sciences, Associate

Fellow, 1987
® Society of Satellite Professionals: Hall of

Fame, 1987
® University of Bath, D. Litt., 1988
® Fellow, Intnl. Aerospace Hall of Fame, San

Diego, CA, 1989
® Fellow, Intnl. Space Hall of Fame, Alamagordo,

NM 1989
® Special Achievement Award, Space Explorers

Assn., Riyadh 1989
® Hon. Life President, U.N. Association of Sri

Lanka, 1990
® Hon. Fellow, Ceylon College of Physicians,

1991
® Internal Science Policy Foundation Medal ,

1992
® Lord Perry Award, 1992
® NASA Distinguished Public Service Medal,

1995
® Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize , 1994
® International Fantasy Award, 1952
® HUGO (World Science Fiction Convention )

1956, 1974, 1980
® NEBULA (SF Writers of America) 1973, 1974,

1979
® UNESCO-Kalinga Prize, 1961
® Aviation Space-Writer’s Assn. Robert Ball

Award, 1965
® AAAS-Westinghouse Science Writing Prize,

1969

® OSCAR Nomination for “2001” screenplay (with
Stanley Kubrick), 1969

® PLAYBOY Editorial Awad, 1971, 1982
® John W. Campbell Award, 1974
® GALAXY Award, 1979
® E.M. Emme Astronautical Literature Award

(AAS), 1984
® SF Writers of America “Grand Master,” 1986
Below is a Bibliography of Sir Arthur’s work-he’s
been quite busy.

Series :
Space Odysey
1. 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)
2. 2010:Odyssey Two (1982)
3. 2061:Odyssey Three (1985)
4. 3001: The Final Odyssey (1996)

Rama :
1. Rendezvous with Rama (1972)
2. Rama II (1989) (with Gentry Lee)
3. The Garden of Rama (1991) (with Gentry Lee)
4. Rama Revealed (1993) (with Gentry Lee)

Time Odyssey  (with Stephen M Baxter) :
1. Time’s Eye (2003)

Novels :

® Prelude to Space (1951)
® Sands of Mars (1951)
® Islands in the Sky (1952)
® Against the Fall of the Night (1953)
® Childhoos’ End (1953)
® The Deep Range (1954)
® Earthlight (1955)
® The City and the Stars (1956)
® Reefs of Taprobane (1957)
® A Fall of Moondust (1961)
® Master of Space (1961)
® Dolphin Island: A Story of the People of the

Sea (1963)
® Glide Path (1963)
® The Space Dreamers (1969)
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® Imperial Earth (1975)
® The View from Serendip (1977)
® The Fountains of Paradise (1978)
® Cradle (1987) (with Gentry Lee)
® Beyond the Fall of Night (1990) (with Gregory

Benford)
® The Ghost from the Grand Banks (1990)
® The Hanmmer of God (1993)
® Breaking Strain : The Adventures of Yellow Dog

(1995)
® Richter 10 (1996) (with Mike McQuay)
® The Trigger (1999) (with Michael P Kube-

McDowell)
® The Light of Other Days (2000) (with Stephen

M Baxter)
® The Last Theorem (2004)

Collections :
® Tales from the White Hart (1940)
® Expedition to Earth (1953)
® Reach for Tomorrow (1956)
® The Other side of the Sky (1958)
® Across the Sea of Stars (1959)
® From the Ocean, From the Stars (omnibus)

(1962)
® Tales of Ten Worlds (1962)
® Aka Tales from the Ten Worlds (1962)
® Prelude to Mars (omnibus) (1965)
® The Nine Billion Names of God (1967)
® An Arthur C. Clarke second omnibus

(omnibus) (1968)
® The Lion of Comarre: And Other Stories (1968)
® Earthlight And Other Stories (1971)
® Of Time and Stars (1972)
® The Wind from the Sun (1972)
® The Best of Arthur C Clarke 1937-1955 (1973)
® The Best of Arthur C. Clarke (1973)
® Best of Arthur C. Clarke: 1956-1972 (1977)
® Four Great SF Novels (1978)
® Possessed: And Other Stories (1978)
® Arthur C. Clarke: 2001, A Space Odyssey;

The City and the Stars; The Deep Range, A
Fall of Moondust; Rendezvous with Rama
(1980)

® The Sentinel (1982)
® Lion of Comarre and Against the Fall of Night

(1983)
® The Songs of Distant Earth: And Other Stories

(1986)
® The Best Short Stories of Arthur C. Clarke

(1988)
® Tales from Planet Eath (1989)
® A Meeting with Medusa: And Other Stories

(1990)
® The Arthur C. Clarke Collection : 2001 a Space

Odyssey / Transit of Earth/Fountains of
Paradise/Childhood’s End (ABRIDGED) (1995)

® The City and the Stars / The Sands of Mars
(omnibus) (2001)

® The Collected Stories of Arthur C. Clarke (2001)
® The Ghost from the Grand Banks and the Deep

Range (2001)
® The Shining Ones: And Other Stories (2001)
® Space Trilogy (omnibus) (2001)

Anthologies Edited :
® Time Probe : The Sciences in Science Fiction

(1967)
® Three for Tomorrow (1970)
® The Science Fiction Hall of Fame Volume Four

(1981) (with George W Proctor)
® Project Solar Sail (1986)
® Hal’s Legacy (1996) (with David G Stork)

Non Fiction Series :
Blue Planet
1. The Coast of Coral (1956)
2. The Treasure of the Great Reef (1964)

Non Fiction :
® Interplanetary Flight (1950)
® The Exploration of Space (1951)
® The Exploration of the Moon (1954)
® The Young Traveller in Space (1954)
® Aka Going Into Space (1954)
® The Making of a Moon (1957)
® Boy Beneath the Sea (1958)
® The Challenge of the Spaceship (1958)
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® Voice Across the Sea (1958)
® The Challenge of the Sea (1960)
® The First Five Fathoms (1960)
® Indian Ocean Adventure (1961)
® Profiles of the Future (1962)
® Indian Ocean Treasure (1964) (with Mike

Wilson)
® Voices from the Sky (1965)
® The Coming of the space Age (1967)
® Man and Space: Life Science Library (1967)
® 2001: Filming the Future (1968) (with Piers

Bizony)
® The Promise of Space (1968)
® First on the Moon (1970)
® Into Space (1971) (with Robert Silverberg)
® Beyond Jupiter (1972)

(with Chesley Bonestell )
® The Lost  Worlds  of 2001 (1972)
® Report on Planet Three: And Other

Speculations (1972)
® 2001 and Beyond (1975)
® Technology and the Frontiers of Knowledge

(1975)
® Mysterious Worlds (1980)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s Mysterious World (1981)

(with John Fairly and Simon Welfare)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s World of Strange Powers

(1981) (with John Fairly)
® 1984 Spring: A Choice of Futures (1984)
® Frontline of Discovery : Science on the Brink

of Tomorrow (1985)
® More than one Universe (1985)
® The Odyssey File (1985) (with Peter Hyams)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s July 20,2019: Life in the 21st

Century (1986)
® Astounding Days: A Science Fictional

Autobiography (1988)
® How the World Was one: Beyond the Global

Village (1988)
® The Worlds of Galileo (1988)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s chronicles of the strange

and mysterious (1989) (with John Fairley)
® An Encyclopedia of Claims, Frauds, and

Hoaxes of the Occult and Supernatural: James

Randi’s Decidedly Skeptical Definitions of
Alternate Realities (1992) (with James Randi)

® The Fantastic Muse (1992)
® By Space Possessed (1993)
® The Apollo 11 Moon Landing (1994)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s A-Z of Mysteries (1994)
® The Colours of Infinity (1994)
® The Snows of Olympus: A Garden on Mars

(1994)
® The Supernatural A-Z (1995) (with James

Randi)
® Macroshift : Navigating the Transformation to

a Sustainable to World (1997)
® Arthur C. Clarke and Lord Dunsany: A

Correspondence (1998) (with Lord Dunsany)
® Arthur C. Clarke’s Mysteries (1998) (with John

Fairley and Simon Welfare)
® Greetings, Carbon-Based Bipeds! (1999)
® Welcome to the Wired World: The New

Networked Economy (1999)
® Sri Lanka:The Emerald Island (2000)
® Arthur C.Clarke and C.S. Lewis: A

Correspondence (2001) (with C S Lewis)
® Moonwatcher’s Memoir: A Diary of 2001 , a

Space Odyssey (2002) (with Dan Richter)
® From Narnia to a Space Odyssey: The War of

Letters Between Arthur C. Clarke and C.S.
Lewis (2003) (with C S Lewis)

Short Stories :
® Travel By Wire! (1937)
® Retreat from Earth (1938)
® The Awakening (1942)
® Whacky (1942)
® Loophole (1946)
® Rescue Party (1946)
® Technical Error (1946)
® Castaway (1947)
® The Curse (1947)
® The Fires Within (1947) (writing as E G O’Brien)
® Inheritance (1948)
® Breaking Strain (1949)
® The Forgotten Enemy (1949)
® Hide and Seek (1949)
® History Lesson (1949)
® Transcience (1949)
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® The Wall of Darkness (1949)
® Guardian Angel (1950)
® Nemesis (1950)
® The Road to the Sea (1950)
® Silence, Please! (1950)
® Time’s Arrow (1950)
® A Walk in the Dark (1950)
® Captain Wyxtpthll’s Flying Saucer (1951)
® ‘If I Forget Thee, Oh Earth…’ (1951)
® Second Dawn (1951)
® The Sentinel (1951)
® Sentinel of Eternity (1951)
® Superiority (1951)
® Trouble with the Natives (1951)
® All the Time in the World (1952)
® The Possessed (1952)
® Encounter at Dawn (1953)
® Encounter in the Dawn (1953)
® Expedition to Earth (1953)
® Jupiter V (1953)
® The Nine Billion Names of God (1953)
® The Parasite (1953)
® Armaments Race (1954)
® Big Game Hunt (1954)
® No Morning After (1954)
® Patent Pending (1954)
® Refugee (1955)
® The Star (1955) Hugo
® This Earth of Majesty (1955)
® What Goes Up (1955)
® All that Glitters (1956)
® Green Fingers (1956)
® The Next Tenants (1956)
® What Goes Up (1955)
® All that Glitters (1956)
® Green Fingers (1956)
® The Next Tenants (1956)
® The Pacifist (1956)
® Publicity Campaign (1956)
® A Question of Residence (1956)
® The Reluctant Orchid (1956)
® Robin Hood, FRS (1956)
® The Starting Line (1956)
® The Ultimate Melody (1956)
® Venture to the Moon (1956)
® Watch This Space (1956)
® The Call of the Stars (1957)
® Cold War (1957)
® Critical Mass (1957)

® The Defestration of Ermintrude Inch (1957)
® Feathered Friend (1957)
® Freedom of Space (1957)
® Let There Be Light (1957)
® The Man Who Ploughed the Sea (1957)
® Moving Spirit (1957)
® The Other Side of the Sky (1957)
® Passer-By  (1957)
® Security Check (1957)
® Sleeping Beauty (1957)
® The Songs of Distant Earth (1957)
® Special Delivery (1957)
® Take a Deep Breath (1957)
® Cosmic Casanova (1958)
® The Haunted Spacesuit (1958)
® Out of the Sun (1958)
® A Slight Case of Sunstroke (1958)
® Who’s There? (1958)
® Out of the Cradle, Endlessly Orbiting .. (1959)
® Crime on Mars (1960)
® I Remember Babylon (1960)
® Into the Comet ( 1960)
® Summertime on Icarus (1960)
® Trouble with Time (1960)
® Before Eden (1961)
® Death and the Senator (1961)
® Hate (1961)
® Saturn Rising (1961)
® An Ape About the Hoose (1962)
® Dog Star (1962)
® The Secret (1963)
® Sunjammer (1964)
® The Wind from the Sun (1964)
® Dial “F” for Frankenstein (1965)
® The Longest Science-Fiction Story Ever Told

(1966)
® A Meeting with Medusa (1971) Nebula
® Hugo (nominee)
® Reunion (1971)
® Transit of Earth (1971)
® Rendezvous with Rama (excerpt) (1973)
® The Steam-Powered Word Processor (1986)
® The Wire Continuum (1998) (with Stephen M

Baxter)
® Hibernaculum 46 (2000) (with Stephen M

Baxter)

q
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Education :

® Huish’s Grammar School, Taunton, 1927-36.

® King’s College, London, 1946-48 (B.Sc., 1st

Class, Physics & Maths.)

Occupation :

® Auditor, H.M. Exchequer & Audit Dept., 1936-

41

® Royal Air Force, 1941-46. Instructor, No 9 Radio

School (Yatesbury), then Flt/Lt with MIT

Radiation Lab’s GCA (Ground Controlled

Approach) radar.

® Journal of the British Interplanetary Society,

1950.

® Asst. Ed., Physics Abstracts, Insn. of Elect.

Engineers, 1949-50.

® Diving on Great Barrier Reef & Indian Ocean

1954-

® Writing 2001: A Space Odyssey with Stanley

Kubrick, 1964-8.

® Lecturing in US, covering Apollo Missions for

CBS TV, 1957-70.

® Playing Leonard Woolf in the Village in the

Jungle 1979.

® Vikram Sarabhai Professor, PRL, Ahmedabad,

India, 1980.

® Writing and hosting Yorkshire TV series Arthur

C Clarke’s Mysterious World, 1980, World of

Strange Powers, 1984, and Mysterious

Universe, 1994

® Delivered Nehru Memorial Lecture, New Delhi,

1986

® Delivered Alistair Cooke Lecture, 1992

Affiliations :
® Chairman, British Interplanetary Society 1947-

50, 1953.

® Hon. Chairman, Society of Satellite

Professionals

® President, British Science Fiction Association

® Life Member : Assn.of British Science Writers

® Hon. Vice President, H.G. Wells Society

Patron :
® Arthur Clarke Centre for Modern Technologies,

Sri Lanka

More About Arthur C. Clarke
(Curriculum Vitae)

CBE (Queen’s Birthday Honours List, 1989)
Chancellor , International S pace University (1989-
Chancellor , University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka (1979-
Born : 1917 Dec 16, Minehead, UK
Parents: Charles Wright Clarke (Lieut, Royal Engineers, Farmer) & Nora Mary (Willis.)
Married Marilyn Mayfield 1953; divorced 1964.
Lived in Colombo, Sri Lanka, since 1956
First non-citizen to be granted “Resident Guest” status, 1975.
Author of about 80 books, 500 articles and short stories.
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® Sri Lanka Assn. for the Advancement of Science

® Sri Lanka Astronomical Association

® Sri Lanka Animal Welfare Association

® Science Fiction Foundation

® British Sub Aqua-Club

® National Institute for Paraplegics, Sri Lanka

Council Member :
® Society of Authors

Advisory Council :
® International Science Policy Foundation

® Fauna International (Sri Lanka)

® Earth Trust

Board Member :
® National Space Society (USA)

® Space Generation Foundation (USA)

® IAU (SETI) Commission 51

® The Planetary Society (USA)

® Lindbergh Award Nominations Committee

(USA)

Trustee :
® Institute of Integral Education (Sri Lanka)

Society Memberships :
Fellow :

® Royal Astronomical Society

® Royal Society of Arts

Member :
® Royal Asiatic Society

® British Astronomical Association

® Science Fiction Writers of America

® Astronomical Society of the Pacific

Director :
® Rocket Publishing Company (UK)

® Underwater Safaris (Sri Lanka)

Awards and Honours :
® British Interplanetary Society, Hon. Fellow

® American Astronautically Association, Hon.

Fellow

® World Academy of Art & Science, Academician

® International Academy of Astronautics, Hon.

Fellow 1960

® Franklin Institute Stuart Ballantine Gold Medal

1963

® Franklin Institute, Fellow 1971

® Beaver College, Pennsylvania, Hon. D. Sc 1971

® AIAA Aerospace Communication Award, 1974

® AIAA Hon. Fellow, 1976

® Boston Museum of Science, Bradford Washburn

Award, 1977

® King’s College, London, Fellow 1977

® University of Moratuwa, Hon. D.Sc., 1979

® Academy of Television Arts & Sciences

Engineering Award, 1981

® Fellow, Institute of Robotics, Carnegie-Mellon,

1981

® Marconi International Fellowship. 1982

® Hon. Fellow, Instn. of Engineers, Sri Lanka, 1983

® IEEE Centennial Medal, 1984

® National Academy of Engineering (USA) Foreign

Associate 1986

® Vidya Jyothi Medal (Presidential Science

Award) 1986

® Charles A Lindbergh Award, 1987
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® Third World Academy of Sciences, Associate

Fellow, 1987

® Society of Satellite Professionals: Hall of Fame,

1987

® University of Bath, D. Litt., 1988

® Fellow, Intnl. Aerospace Hall of Fame, San

Diego, CA, 1989

® Fellow, Intnl. Space Hall of Fame, Alamagordo,

NM 1989

® Special Achievement Award, Space Explorers

Assn., Riyadh 1989

® Hon. Life President, U.N. Association of Sri

Lanka, 1990

® Hon. Fellow, Ceylon College of Physicians,

1991

® International Science Policy Foundation Medal,

1992

® Lord Perry Award, 1992

® Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize, 1994

® International Fantasy Award, 1952

® HUGO (World Science Fiction Convention)

1956, 1974, 1980

® NEBULA (SF Writers of America) 1973, 1974,

1979

® UNESCO-Kalinga Prize, 1961

® Aviation Space- Writer’s Assn. Robert Ball

Award, 1965

® AAAS-Westinghouse Science Writing Prize,

1969

® OSCAR Nomination for “2001” screenplay (with

Stanley Kubrick), 1969

® PLAYBOY Editorial Awad, 1971, 1982

® John W. Campbell Award, 1974

® GALAXY Award, 1979

® E.M. Emme Astronautical Literature Award

(AAS), 1984

® SF Writers of America “Grand Master,” 1986

Books By Arthur C. Clarke :

Non Fiction :
® Ascent to Orbit

® Astounding Days

® By Space Possessed

® The Challenge of the Sea

® The Challenge of the Spaceship

® The Coast of Coral

® The Exploration of the Moon

® The Exploration of Space

® Going into Space

® How the World was One

® Interplanetary Flight

® The Making of a Moon

® Profiles of the Future

® The Promise of Space

® The Reefs of Taprobane

® Report on Planet Three

® The Snows of Olympus: A Garden on Mars

® The View from Serendip

® Voice Across the Sea

® Voices From the Sky

® The Young Traveller in Space

® 1984: Spring

® With the Astronauts

® First on the Moon

® With Mike Wilson

® Boy Beneath the Sea

® The First Five Fathoms

® Indian Ocean Adventure

® Indian Ocean Treasure

® The Treasure of the Great Reef

® With Peter Hyams: The Odyssey File
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® With the Editors of LIFE: Man and Space

® With Robert Silverberg: Into Space

® With Chesley Bonestell: Beyond Jupiter

® With Simon Welfare and John Fairley:

l Arthur C. Clarke’s Mysterious World

l Arthur C. Clarke’s World of Strange Powers

l Arthur C. Clarke’s Chronicles of the Strange

& Mysterious

l Arthur C. Clarke’s A-Z of Mysteries

Arthur Clarke has edited:
® The Coming of the Space Age

® Arthur C. Clarke’s July 20, 2019

® Project Solar Sail

® Arthur C. Clarke’s Venus Prime I-IV (by Paul

Preuss)

® Beyond the Fall of Night (by Gregory Benford)

Fiction :
® Across the Sea of Stars - Anthology

® Against the Fall of Night

® Childhood’s End

® The City and the Stars

® The Deep Range

® Dolphin Island

® Earthlight

® Expedition to Earth

® A Fall on Moondust

® The Fountains of Paradise

® From the Oceans, From the Stars - Anthology

® The Ghost from the Grand Banks

® Glide Path

® The Hammer of God

® Imperial Earth

® Islands in the Sky

® The Lion of Comarre

® The Lost Worlds of 2001

® More Than One Universe - Anthology

® A Meeting With Medusa - Anthology

® The Nine Billion Names of God - Anthology

® The Other Side of the Sky

® Prelude to Space - Anthology

® Reach for Tomorrow

® Rendezvous with Rama

® The Sands of Mars

® The Songs of Distant Earth

® The Sentinel - Anthology

® Tales From Planet Earth - Anthology

® Tales From the ‘White Hart’

® Tales of Ten Worlds

® The Wind from the Sun

® 2001: A Space Odyssey

® 2010: Odyssey Two

® 2061: Odyssey Three

U.K. Only :
® An Arthur C. Clarke Omnibus - Anthology

® An Arthur C. Clarke Second - Anthology

® Omnibus 2001, Deep Range, Moondust etc.-

- Anthology

With Gentry Lee :
® Cradle

® Rama II

® The Garden of Rama

q
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Arthur C. Clarke

Arthur C. Clarke is one of the most celebrated science fiction authors of our time. He is the author or
more than sixty books with more than 50 million copies in print, winner of all the field’s highest honors.
He was named Grand Master by the Science Fiction Writers of America in 1986. His numerous awards
include the 1961 Kalinga prize for science writing, which is administered by UNESCO; the 1969 AAAS-
Westinghouse science writing prize; the Bradford Washbur Award; and the Hugo (2 times), Nebula and
John W. Campbell Awards. His bestsellers include Childhood’s End; 2001: A Space Odyssey; 2010:
Odyssey Two; 2061: Odyssey Three and most recently, 3001: The Final Odyssey, Rama II, The Garden
of Rama and Rama Revealed (with Gentry Lee). His most recent work is The Light of Other Days (with
Stephen Baxter).
In 1968 he shared an Oscar Academy Award nomination with Stanley Kubrick for the film version of
2001: A Space Odyssey. He co-broadcasted the Apollo 11,12 and 15 missions with Walte Cronkite and
Wally Schirra for CBS.
His invention of the satellite communication with satellites in geostationary orbit in 1945 has brought
him numerous honors, such as the 1982 Marconi International Fellowship; a gold medal of the Franklin
Institute; the Vikram Sarabhai Professorship of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad; the
Lindbergh Award and a Fellowship of King’s College, London.
At the heart of every Arthur C. Clarke novel lies a small puzzle with large ramifications. He is an author
who takes an idea and drops it into a quiet pool of thought. There’s splash-that’s the intriguing nature of
Clarke’s scientific genius. Then the ripples spread out, washing up on character, society, soaking the
whole book in wonder. He’s a science fiction writer whose imaginings reverberate outside the realm of
fiction .
He is past Chairman of the British Interplanetary Society, a member of the International Academy of
Astronautics, the Royal Astronomical Society and many other scientific organizations.
Sir Arthur was presented the “Award of Knight Bachelor” on 26 May, 2000, at a ceremony in Colombo,
Sri Lanka where he has lived since 1956.

Sir Arthur C. Clarke has published more than 80 books and during the Apollo missions made appearances
on CBS with Walter Cronkite. He is a Council Member of the Society of Authors, a Vice President of the
H.G. Wells Society and a member of many scientific and literary organizations. His honors include
several Doctorates in science and literature, a Franklin Institute Gold Medal, The Marconi Fellowship,
the Charles A. Lindbergh Award, the UNESCO-Klinga prize, and an Oscar Nomination for the screenplay
of 2001: A Space Odyssey.
He has lived in Sri Lanka for the past 30 years, and in 1979 President Jayewardene appointed him
Chancellor of the University of Mortuwa, near Colombo, Which is the location of the government established
Arthur Clarke Institute for Modern Technologies. He is also Chancellor of the International Space University,
and Master of Richard Huish College, Taunton.
In 1989 he was made a Commander of the British Empire for “cultural services in Sri Lanka”. On
returning to the U.K. in 1992 for his 75th birthday, he was made the first Freeman of Minehead. He was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994, and in 1995 NASA gave him its Distinguished Public
Service Medal. In 1998 he was knighted in the New Year’s Honours List for “services to literature”.
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SRI  LANKA HONOURS SCIENCE FICTION WRITER
 ARTHUR CLARKE WITH
“SRI  LANKABHIMANY A”

THE HIGHEST HONOURS FOR SRI LANKAN NA TIONALS
Ceremony Date 14.1 1.2005

Well-known Science Fiction Writer Arthur C. Clarke, a Sri Lankan citizen, was presented with the
‘Sri Lankabhimanya,’ the highest honour for Sri Lankan Nationals.  Sir Arthur, who runs a foundation in
his name, received the honour from Sri Lankan  President Chandrika Kumaratunga for his “Visionary
Concepts.”
The State Investiture Ceremony was held at the Bandaranaike Memorail International Conference Hall
at Colombo .

Honoured : Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga has a word with
science fiction write Arthur C. Clarke after he was presented the ‘Sri

Lankabhimanya,’ the highest honour for Sri Lankan nationals.

He came first for diving :

Reuters reports :
Arthur C. Clarke, born in England in 1917, first came
to the island in the 1950s for diving. He had said he
became a resident after he “fell in love with the place.”
One of the first to suggest the use of satellites orbiting

the earth for communications, Sir Arthur has written
more than 80 books, including “2001- A Space
Odyssey” and 500 short stories and articles.

In the 1940s he forecast that man would reach the
moon by the year 2000, an idea that was dismissed
as rubbish by experts.


