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Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

UNESCO – KALINGA PRIZE WINNER – 1970

Margaret Mead

World Renowned Anthropologist, Intellectual & Scientist

[Born : Monday , December 16, 1901, at the W est
Park Hospital in Philadelphia, USA

Died : November 15, 1978, New York City , USA]

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has.  …Margaret Mead

Always remember that you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else. …Margaret Mead

Life in the twentieth Century is like a Parachute Jump – you have to get it right the first time.
…Margaret Mead

I learned the value of hard work by working hard.   …Margaret Mead

Mothers are a biological necessary; fathers are a social invention.  … Margaret Mead

Women want Mediocre men, and men are working to become as mediocre as possible.
…Margaret Mead
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Margaret Mead

Born : 16-Dec-1901
Birthplace : West Park Hospital, Philadelphia, PA
Died : 15-Nov-1978
Location of death : New York City
Cause of death : Cancer-Pancreatic
Remains : Buried, Buckingham Friends Burial Ground, Lahaska, PA

Gender : Female
Ethnicity : White
Sexual orientation : Bisexual
Occupation : Scientist, Activist

Level of fame : Famous
Executive summary : Anthropologist, Coming of Age in Samoa

For most of the 20th century, the most famous anthropologist in the
world. Published studies on native Polynesian behavior (including
Coming of Age in Samoa and Coming Up in New Guinea) that raised
many eyebrows, particularly when it came to documenting the practice
of casual sex. Derek Freeman’s 1999 work. The fateful hoaxing of
Margaret Mead: A historical analysis of her Samoan research, analyzes
Mead’s findings and methods, though that work itself has come under
criticism.

Father : Edward Sherwood Mead
Mother : Emily Fogg Mead (b.1871, d. 1950)
Brother : Richard (b. 1903)
Sister : Katharine (d. 1907, age 9 months)
Sister : Elizabeth (b. 1909)
Sister : Priscilla (b. 1911)
Husband : Luther Sheeleigh Cressman (b. 1897, archaeol., m. 3-Sep-1923, div.

1928, d. 1994)
Daughter : Mary Catherine Bateson Kassarjian (anthropologist)
Husband : Gregory Bateson (m. 1936, div. 1951, d. 4-Jul-1980)
Husband : Reo Fortune (m. 1928. div. 1934)
Girlfriend : Ruth Benedict

University : DePauw University (one year, 1919)
University : BS Anthropology, Barnard College (1923)
University : Ph.D, Columbia University (1929) Contd...
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Professor : Visiting Lecturer, Vassar College
(1939-41)

Professor : Adjuct Professor of Anthropology,
Columbia University (1954-)

Administrator : Chairman, Social  Science Division,
Fordham University (1971-)

Presidential Medal of Freedom : 1979 posthumously

National Women’s Hall of Fame : 1976

World Federation for Mental Health : President, 1956-57

American Anthropological Association : President, 1960

American Association for the Advancement of Science : President, 1971

Author of Books :

Coming of Age in Samoa (1928, nonfiction)

Growing Up in New Guinea (1930, nonfiction)

Sex and Temperament in three Primitive Societies (1935, nonfiction)

And Keep Your Powder Dry (1942)

Male and Female : A Study of the Sexes in a Changing World (1949, nonfiction)

People and Places (1959)

Continuities in Cultural Evaluation (1964, nonfiction)

The Family (1965)

Culture and Commitment (1970, nonfiction)

Blackberry Winter: A Memoir (1972,  memoir)

q
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Early Years :

Mead was the first of five children, born into a Quaker
family, [1] (http://www. litweb.net/biography/7/
Margaret_Mead.html) raised near Doylestown,
Pennsylvania by her university professor  father,
Edward Sherwood Mead, and social-activist mother,
Emily Fogg Mead.[2] (http:/www.loc. gov/exhibits/
mead/mead-shaping.html) Margaret studied  one
year, 1919 at DePauw University, then transferred to
Barnard College where  she  earned her Bachelor’s
Degree in 1923. She  studied with Professor Franz
Boas and his  assistant Dr. Ruth Benedict at
Columbia University before earning her Master’s
Degree in 1924. [3] (http://www.  britannica.com/
women/article-9051668) Mead set out in 1925 to do
fieldwork in Polynesia. [4] (http://

Margaret Mead
A Biographical Profile

Born : December 16, 1901 Philadelphia
Died : November 15, 1978 New York City
Education : Ph.D., Columbia University (1929)
Occupation : Anthropologist

Margaret Mead  (December 16, 1901, Philadelphia-November 15, 1978, New York City) was an
American Cultural Anthropologist.

w w w . t h e g r e a t l e c t u r e l i b r a r y . c o m /
index.php?select=speaker&data=988) In 1926, she
joined the American Museum of Natural History, New
York City, as  assistant curator. [5] (http://
www.webster.edu/~woolflm/margaretmead.html) She
received her Ph.D from Columbia University in 1929
[6] (http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/mmead.htm)

Carrer :

During World War II. Mead  served as executive
secretary of the National Research Council’s
Committee on Food Habits. She served as curator
of ethnology at the American Museum of Natural
History from 1946 to 1969. She taught at Columbia
University as   adjunct professor starting in 1954.
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Following the  example of her instructor Ruth
Benedict, mead concentrated her studies on
problems of child rearing, personality, and culture.
(Source : The Columbia Enchyclopedia, Fifth Edition,
1993) She held various positions in the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, notably
president in 1975 and chair of the executive
committee of the board of directors in 1976. [7] (http:/
/www.depts.drew.edu/wmst/corecourses/wmst111/
timeline bios/Mmead.htm)

Although considered a pioneering and influential
anthropologist, there has been academic
disagreement - notably on the part of Derek
Freeman- with certain findings  in her first books,
Coming of Age in Samoa (1928), based on research
she conducted as a graduate student, and with her
published works based on time  with the Sepik and
on the island of Tau in the Manua Group of Islands.

margaret Mead was married three times; first to
Luther Cressman (a theological student during his
marriage to Mead; later an anthropologist himself),
and then to two fellow anthropologists, Reo Fortune
and Gregory Bateson, with whom she had a daughter
(Mary Catherine Bateson, who also became an
anthropologist). Her grand daughter, Sevanne
Margaret Kassarjian, is a stage and  television
actress who works professionally under the name
Sevanne Martin. Mead Readily acknowledged that
she had been devastated when Bateson left her and
that she     remained in love with him to her life’s
end, keeping  his photography by her bediside
wherever she  traveled. Mead also had an
exceptionally close relationship with Ruth Benedict.
Mead’s daughter Catherine, in her memoir of her
parents With a Daughter’s Eye, implies that the
relationship between Benedict and  Mead my have
contained an erotic element  (see also Lapsley 1999).
While Margaret Mead never identified herself as
lesbian, the details of her relationship with Benedict
have led others to identify her thus; in her writings
she proposed that it is to be expected that individuals’
sexual orientation may  change throughout their lives.

Coming of Age in Samoa and the
Mead-Freeman controversy :

In the foreword to Coming of Age in Samoa, Mead’s
advisor, Franz Boas, wrote of its  significance that

Courtesy , modesty , good manners, conformity to
definite ethical stanards are universal but what

constitutes courtesy , modesty , very good manners

and definite ethical standards is not universal. It is

instructive to know that standards differ in the most

unexpected ways.

Boas went on to point out that at the time of

publication, many Americans had begun to discuss

the problems faced by young people  (particularly

women) as they pass through adolescence as

“unavoidable periods of adjustment.” Boas felt that a

study of the problems faced by adolescents in

another culture would be illuminating.

And so, as Mead herself described the goal of her

research: “I have tried to answer the question which

sent  me to Samoa : Are the disturbances which

vex our adolescents due to the nature of adolescence

itself  or to the civilization ? Under different conditions

does adolescence present a different picture ?” To

answer this question, she conducted her study

among a small group of Samoans-a village of 600

people on the  island of Ta‘u in which she got to

know, lived with, observed, and interviewed (through

an interpreter) sixty-eight young women between the

ages of 9 and 20. She concluded that the passage

from childhood to adulthood (aqdolescence) in

Samoa was a smooth transition and not marked by

the emotional or psychological distress, anxiety, or

confusion seen in the United States.[I]

As Boas and Mead expected, this book upset many

Westerners when it first appeared in 1928. Many

American readers felt shocked by her observation

that young Samoan women deferred marriage for

many years while enjoying casual sex, but eventually

married, settled down, and successfully reared their

own children.
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In 1983, five years after Mead had died, Derek
Freeman published Margaret Mead and Samoa : The
Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth,
in which he challenged all of Mead’s major findings.
Freeman based his critique on his own four years of
field experience in Samoa and on recent interviews
with Mead’s   surviving informants. The  argument
hinged on the place of the taupou system in Samoan
society. According to Mead, the  taupou system is
one of institutionalized virginity for young women of
high rank, but is exclusive to women of high rank.
According to Freeman, all Samoan women emulated
the taupou system and Mead’s informants denied
having engaged in casual sex as young women, and
claimed that they had  lied to Mead (see Freeman
1983).

After an initial flurry of discussion, most
anthropologists concluded that the truth would
probably never be known.

The Mead partisans have asserted that Freeman’s
critique is highly questionable.

First, these critics have speculated that he  waited
until Mead died before publishing his critique so that
she would not be able to respond. However, when
Freeman died in 2001, his obituary in the New York
Times pointed out that Freeman tried to publish his
criticism of Mead as early as 1971, but that
American publishers rejected his manuscript. In
1978, Freeman sent a revised manuscript to Mead.
But Mead, who was ill and died a few months later,
did not   respond.

Second, Freeman’s Critics point out that by the time
Freeman arrived on the scene  Mead’s original
informants were old women, grandmothers, and had
converted to Christianity. They further allege that
Samoan culture had changed considerably in the
decades following Mead’s original research, that after
intense missionary  activity many Samoans had
come to adopt the same sexual standards as the
Americans who were once so shocked by Meads
book. They suggested that such women, in this new
context, were unlikely to speak frankly about their

adolescent behaviour. (In a gesture which could be
read to support either position, one of Freeman’s
interviewees gave  her born-again faith as the reason
for admitting to what she now claimed  was  a past
deception.) Further, they suggested that these
women might not be as forthright and honest about
their sexuality when speaking to an elederly man as
they would have been speaking to a woman near
their own age.

Some anthropologists also criticized Freeman on
methodological and empirical grounds. For example,
they claimed that Freeman had conflated publicly
articulated ideals with behavioral norms - that is, while
many Samoan women would admit in public  that it
is ideal to remain a virgin, in practice they  engaged
in high levels of premarital sex and boasted about
their sexual affairs amongst themselves (see Shore
1982 : 229-230). Freeman’s own data documented
the existence of premarital sexual activity in Samoa.
In a western Samoan village he  documented that
20% of 15 year-olds, 30% of 16 year-olds, and 40%
of 17 year-olds had engaged in premarital sex (1983:
238-240). In 1983, the American Anthropological
Association passed a motion declaring Freeman’s
Margaret Mead and Samoa “poorly written,
unscientific, irresponsible and misleading.” In the
years that followed, anthropologists vigorously
debated these issues but  generally supported the
critique of Freeman’s work (see Appell 1984, Brady
1991, Feinberg 1988, Leacock 1988, Levy 1984,
Marshall 1993, Nardi  1984, Patience and Smith
1986, Paxman 1988, Scheper-Hughes 1984,
Shankman 1996, and Young and Juan 1985).

Freeman continued to argue his case in the 1999
publication of The Fateful Hoaxing of Margaret Mead
: A Historical Analysis of Her Samoan Research,
introducing new information in support of his
arguments.

After Freeman died, the New York Times concluded
that “many anthropologists have agreed to disagree
over the  findings of one of the  science’s founding
mothers, acknowledging both Mead’s pioneering
research and the  fact that she may have been
mistaken on details.”
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Research in Other Societies :

Another extremely influential book by Mead was Sex
and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies. This
became a major cornerstone of the women’s
liberation movement, since in  claimed that females
are dominant in the Tchambuli (now spelled Chambri)
Lake region of Papua New Guinea (in the  western
Pacific)  without causing any special problems. The
lack of male dominance may have been the  result
of the Australian administration’s outlawing of
warfare. According to contemporary research, males
are dominant throughout Melanesia (althought some
believe that female witches  have special  powers).
Others have argued that there is still much cultural
variation throughout Melanesia, and  especially in
the large island of New Guinea. Moreover,
anthropologists  often overlook the   significance of
networks of political influence among females. The
formal male-dominated institutions typical of some
high-population density areas were not, for example,
present in the same way in Oksapmin, West Sepik
Province, a more sparsely populated area. Cultural
patterns there were different from, say, Mt. Hagen.
They were closer to those  described by Mead.

Mead stated that the   Arapesh people wee pacifists,
although she noted that they  do on occasion engage
in warfare. Meanwhile, her observations about the
sharing of  garden plots  amongst the Arapesh, the
egalitarian emphasis in child-rearing, and her
documentation of predominantly peaceful relations
among relatives hold up. These descriptions are very
different from the  “big-man” displays of dominance
that were documented in more stratified New Guinea
cultures - e.g. ;by Andrew Strathern. They are,
indeed, as she     wrote, a cultural pattern.

When margaret Mead described her research  to
her  students at Columbia University, she put
succinctly what her objectives and  her conclusions
were. A  first-hand  account by an anthropologist
who studied  with Mead in the 60s and 70s provides
the following information :

1. Mead  tells of Sex and Temperament in Three

Primitive Societies. “She explained that nobody
knew the degree to which temperament is biologically
determined by sex. So she hoped to see whether
there were cultural or  social factors that  affected
temperament. Were men inevitably  aggressive /
Were women inevitably “homebodies” ? It  turned
out that the three cultures she lived with in New
Guinea were almost a perfect laboratory - for  each
had the  variables that  we  associate with measuline
and feminine in an arrangement differnt from ours.
She  said this surprised her, and wasn’t what she
was trying to find . It was just there.

n “Among  the Arapesh, both men and women
were peaceful in temperament and  neither
men nor women made war.”

n “Among  the Mundugumor, the opposite was
true: both men and women were warlike in
temperament.

n “And the Tchambuli were different from both.
The men ‘primped’ and spent their time
decorating themselves while the women
worked and were the practical ones-the
opposite of how it seemed in early 20th
century America.”

2. Mead tells of Growing Up in New Guinea. “Margaret
Mead told us how she came to the research problem
on which she based her Growing Up in New Guinea.
She reasoned as follows: If primitive adults think in
an animistic way, as Piaget says our children do,
how do primitive children think ?

n In her research on Manus Island of New
Guinea, she discovered that ‘primitive’
children think in a very practical way and
begin to think in terms of spirits etc. as they
get older.

Mead also researched the European shtetl, Financed
by the American Jewish Committee. Although her
interviews at Columbia University with 128 European
born Jews disclosed a wide variety of family
structures and experiences, the publications
resulting from this study and the many citations in
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the popular media resulted in the Jewish mother
stereotype, intensely loving but controlling to the
point of smothering, and engendering enormous guilt
in her children through the enormous suffering she
professed to undertake for their sakes.[2]

Bibliography :

n Coming of Age in Samoa (1928) ISBN 0-688-

05033-6

n Growing Up in New Guinea (1930) ISBN 0-688-
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External links :
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n American Museum of Natural History, Margaret
Mead Film & Video Festival (http://
www.amnh.org/programs/mead/mead2006/
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Margaret Mead (1901-1978)
(The Most Famous Social Scientist of the 20th Century)

Margaret Mead
Tribute to Greatness

“To Cherish the Life of the W orld....”
Margaret Mead

World renowned anthropologist Margaret Mead(1901 to 1978) contributed vastly to the understanding of
human history. Her work has, and will contine to impact the daily lives of people around the world. Her 44
books and more than 1,000 articles have been translated into virtually alll languages. Her data has been
carefully catalogued and preserved.

She was the first anthropologist to study child-rearing practices. Her work on learning theory and “Learning
Through Imprinting,” a method by which children learn, is currently being studied further.

One of the founders of the “Culture and Personality School of Anthropology”, she was the first to conduct
psychologically-oriented field work. She was instrumental in forging interdisciplinary links between
anthropology and other fields.

Her writings and lectures covered a vast array of important topics, what she called “Unmapped Country”.
She wrote on subjects ranging from mental and spirtual health to ethics and overpopulation.

A strong proponent of family, she believed that “Children are our vehicles for survival-for in them there is
hope, and through them what has been, and what will be not only be perpetrated, but also united.”
Margaret Mead made history by shining a light of understanding on the course of human hisotry.

American anthropologist, author, lecturer, one of the
most influential female thinkers in the social
sciences. Margaret Mead was a celebrity as well
as an intellectual, who wrote academic and popular
books. However, some doubts have arisen about her
famous COMING OF AGE IN SAMOA (1928), but
otherwise Mead is respected as a major scientist in
anthropology. Her other works include MALE AND
FEMALE (1949),  AN ANTHROPOLOGIST AT
WORK (1959), a study of her colleague Ruth
Benedict, A RAP ON RACE (1971) with James
Baldwin, and memories BLACBERRY WINTER
(1972).

“As the traveler who has once been from
home is wiser than he who has never left
his own doorstep, so a knowledge of one

other culture should sharpen our ability to
scrutinize more steadily , to appreciate more
lovingly , our own. “ (from Coming of Age in
Samoa, 1928).

Margaret Mead was born in Philadelphia into a Quaker
family. The family tradition was strong in the social
sciences. Her father, Edward Sherwood Mead, was
a professor of economics at the University of
Pennsylvania, and mother, Emily (Fogg) Mead, a
sociologist. In her early childhood, before she knew
what the words meant, Mead learned to say, “My
father majored in economics and minored in
sociology and my mother majored in sociology and
minored in economics.” In 1919 she entered DePauw
University but transferred after a year to Barnard
College, where she took a course in anthropology
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with Professor Franz Boas (1858-1942) and his
assistant, Dr. Ruth Benedict.

According to Margaret Caffey’s biography about Ruth
Benedict, Mead became eventually Benedict’s
intimate friend. Her first marriage with Luther S.
Cressman, a minister and archaeologist, ended in
1928. In the same year she married Dr. Reo F.
Fortune, a New Zealand anthropologist, with whom
she published GROWING UP IN NEW GUINEA
(1930). It compared observations of Pacific Island
life with contemporary American educational system.
Without accepting promiscuity Mead suggested that
in modern society sex attitudes might be more
relaxed.

Mead received her Ph.D in 1929 from Columbia
University. She carried out a number of field studies
in the Pacific. Edward Mead once had said her, “It’s
a pity you aren’t a boy; you’d have gone far.”Her first
field trip Mead made in 1925-26 to the island of Tau,
in Samoa. There she studied the development of
girls in that society, and published the results in
Coming of Age in Samoa. In the study she
investigated adolescence into adult women went
apparently without emotional crises. The result was
contrasted with that of American girls. Mead
suggested, that Americans could learn things from
the Samoans about rising children. In 1983  an
Australian researcher, Derek Freeman, claimed in
his book Margaret Mead and Samoa (1983), that
she had ignored biological factors in favour of a theory
of cultural determination of sex roles. Jane Howard
in her biogrpahy of Margaret Mead (1984) tells that
she characterized the men of the Arapesh people of
New Guinea as gentle and unaggressive while her
co-worker Reo F. Fortune recorded that many old
men “claimed one or more war homicides to his
credit.”

On her other expeditions Mead made field studies
in the Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, and Bali.
From 1926 Mead held a position at the American
Museum of Natural History in New York. She
remained a member of the staff for the rest of her

career, retiring as a curator emeritus of ethology in
1969. Mead was a visiting lecturer at Vassar College
(1939-41), a lecturer at Columbia University (1947-
51), and from 1954 to 1978 she was an adjunct
professor of anthropology at Columbia. From 1969
to 1971 Mead was professor of anthropology and a
chariman of the Division of Social Sciences at
Fordham University. She also held a number of visiting
professorships. At the age of 72, she was elected to
the presidency of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

In 1936 Mead went with her third husband, the
English anthropologist Gregory Bateson, to Bali to
do field work. After about fifteen years, they divorced,
but the period was probably the richest in her life.
“American women are good mothers,” she once said,
“but they make poor wives; Americns are very poor
at being attentive to anybody else.” In their Bali years
they took and annotated 25,000 photographs.
Catherine Bateson, their daughter and only child,
born in 1939, become the target of her pearent’s
enthusiastic observations - her birth was filmed and
her childhood was scrupulously recorded. BALINESE
CHARACTER appeared in 1942 and GROWTH AND
CULTURE written with the collaboration of Frances
Cooke Macgregor, in 1951.

During World War II Mead served as an executive
secretary of the committee on food habits of the
National Research Council. She wrote pamphlets
for the Office of War Information. After the war Mead
Published Male and Female: A Study fo the Sexes
in A Changing World, which made use of her
observations of people in the South Pacific and the
East Indies. “We know of no culture that has said,
articulately, that there is no difference between men
and women except in the way they contribute to the
creation of the next generation. “(from Male and
Female, 1948) Partly Mead wanted to prove that
although there are certain difference between sexes-
connected with impregnation, giving birth and nursing
- they shouldn’t be considered restrictions. In the
last chapter Mead defended women’s right to develop
their talents. She also tentatively presented the
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supposition that men have a subtle superiority in
natural sciences, mathematics, and instrumental
music compared to women, who are more skillful in
unanimities in which they can use intuition. THEMES
IN FRENCH CULTURE (1954) was an attempt to
apply anthropological mythology to the study of
Western society. It was written with Rhoda
Budendey Métraux, a younger colleague with whom
Mead shared a house in Greenwhich Village for may
years.

“Mead’s anthropolgy had many other red,
white and blue-blooded virtues. One was
the common anthropological conceit, out
of which she made a career , to the effect
that the ultimate value of studying other
cultures was the use we could make of them
to reconstruct our own - a heady kind of
intellectual imperialism, as if the final
meaning of others’ lives was their
significance for us.” (Marshall Sahlins in
The New York T imes, August 26,1984).

With her publications, lectures on women’s rights,
child rearing and education and other social issues
Mead became something of a guru, a larger than life
character, who, in spite of her 5-foot-2-inch figure,
was always the center of attention wherever she went.
Among Mead’s several awards is Unesco’s Kalinga
Prize. Its other receivers include Björn Kurtén,
George Gamow, Fred Hoyle, Julian Huxley, Konard
Lorenz, and Betrand Rusell. One of her central
themes in speeches and writings was that while
cultural factors are fundamental determinants of
behavior, they are themselves open to influences and
capable of improvement. Mead’s memoirs,
BLACKBERRY WINTER, appeared in 1972. She
died of cancer in New York on November 15, 1978.
From her 39 books, she wrote 15 in collaboration.
Mead also was Ruth Benedict’s (1887-1948) literary
executor and published in 1959 and anthology, An
Anthoropologist at Work, based on her colleague’s
letters, diaries, and other writings. Mead’s daughter,
Mary Catherine Bateson Kassarjian, became an
anthroplogist and dean of social sciences at Raza

Shah Civar University in Iran. Valuable first-hand
information of Margaret Mead is to be found in her
work With a Daughter’s Eye:Letters from the field,
1925-1975 (1984).

For further reading:  Intertwined Lives:Margaret
Mead, Ruth Benedict, and Their Circle by Lois W.
Banner (2003); Adolescent Storm and Stress by J.E.
Cote (1994); Margaret Mead by Edra Ziesk (1990);
Margaret Mead by Phyllis Grosskurth (1989) Ruth
Benedict:Stranger in This Land by M.M. Caffey
(1989); Margaret Mead : A Life by Jane Howard
(1985); Margaret Mead, a Life by J. Howard(1984);
Margaret Mead & Samoa : The Making and Unmaking
of an Anthropological Myth by D. Freeman(1983)

Selected Works :

n COMING OF AGE IN SAMOA, 1928.

n AN INQUIRE INTO THE QUESTION OF

CULTURAL STABILITY IN POLYNESIA, 1928.

n THE MAORIS AND THEIR ART, 1928.

n COMING UP IN NEW GUINEA, 1930.

n SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MANU’S 1930.

n THE CHANGING CULTURE OF AN INDIAN

TRIBE, 1932.

n SEX AND TEMPERAMENT IN THREE

PRIMITIVE SOCIETIES, 1935-Sukupuoli ja

luonne kolmessa primitiivisessä

yhteiskunnassa.

n THE MOUNTAIN ARAPESH, 1938-49 (5 vols.

In 4).

n FROM THE SOUTH SEAS, 1939.

n BALINESE CHARACTER, 1942 (with Gregory

Bateson).

n AND KEEP YOUR POWDER DRY, 1942

n BALINESE CHARACTER, A PHOTOGRAPHIC

ANALYSIS, 1942.
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n MALE AND FEMALE, 1949 Mies Ja nainen.

n SOVIET ATTITUDES TOWARDS AUTHORITY,

1951.

n GROWTH AND CULTURE, 1951, (with Frances

Cooke Macgregor, photos by Gregory Bateson).

n THE STUDY OF CULTURE AT A DISTANCE,

1953 (ed.with Rhoda Métraux)

n PRIMITIVE HERITAGE, 1953 (ed. with Nicholas

Calas).

n THEMES IN FRENCH CULTURE, 1955 (ed. with

Rhoda Métraux).

n CHILDHOOD IN CONTEMPORARY

CULTURES, 1955 (ed. with Martha Wolfenstein).

n NEW LIVES FOR OLD, 1956.

n AN ANTHROPOLOGIST AT WORK, 1959.

n PEOPLE AND PLACES, 1959.

n A CREATIVE LIFE FOR YOUR CHILDREN,

1962.

n CONTINUITIES IN CULTURAL EVOLUTION,

1964.

n FAMILY, 1965 (with Ken Heyman)

n ANTHROPOLOGIST AND WHAT THEY DO,

1965.

n AMERICAN WOMEN, 1965 (ed. with Frances

B. Kaplan).

n THE WAGON AND THE STAR, 1966 (with M.

Brown)

n THE CHANGING CULTURAL PATTERNS OF

WORK AND LEISURE, 1967.

n CULTURE AND COMMITEMENT, 1970.

n A WAY OF SEEING, 1970 (with Rhoda

Métraux).

n A RAP ON RACE, 1971 (with James Baldwin)

n BLACKBERRY WINTER : MY EARLIER

YEARS, 1972.

n TWENTIETH CENTUREY FAITH, 1972.

n WORLD ENOUGH, 1975.

n LETTERS FROM THE FIELD, 1925-74, 1977

(with R.B. Métraux).

n MARGARET MEAD, SOME PERSONAL

VIEWS, 1979 (with R.B. Métraux).

n ASPECTS OF THE PRESENT, 1980 (with W.W.

Kellogg).

n THE ATMOSPHERE, 1980.

q
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Margaret Mead
An Anthropology of Human Freedom

Margaret Mead (December 16 1901 - November 15 1978) was an American cultural anthropologist.

She was born in Philadelphia to a University professor father and a social activist mother. She graduated
from Barnard College in 1923 and received her Ph.D from Columbia University in 1929. She set out in
1925 to do her field work in Polynesia. In 1926 Mead joined the American Museum of Natural History,
New York City, as assistant curator, eventually serving as its curator of ethnology from 1946 to 1969. In
addition, she taught at Columbia University as adjunct professor starting in 1954. Following the example
of her instructor Ruth Benedict, Mead concentrated her studies on problems of child rearing, personality,
and culture. (Source : The Columbia Encyclopedia, Fifth Edition, 1993)

At this point Mead is probably most famous for the controversy surrounding her work, especially her
premiere work, Coming of Age in Samoa (1928), based on research she conducted as a graduate
student.

According to psychologist Paul Ekman, Mead as highly critical of his ideas about the universality of
human emotions; she considered his research “outrageous,” “appalling,” and “a disgrace.” (Pinker 2002,
p. 108).

She died in New York on 15 November 1978, aged 76.

Coming of Age in Samoa :

In the Foreword to the Coming of Age in Samoa,
Mead’s advisor, Franz Boas, wrote of its significance
that

Courtesy , modesty , good manners,
conformity to definite ethical standards are
universal, but what constitutes courtesy ,
modesty , good manners, and definite ethical
standards is not universal. It is instructive to
know that standards differ in the most
unexpected ways.

Boas went on to point out that at the time of
publicaiton, many Americans had begun to disucss
the problems faced by young people (especially
women) as they pass though adolescence. Boas

felt that a study of the problems faced by adolescents
in another culture would be illuminating.

Mead conducted her study among a small group of
Samoans - 600 people - in which she got to know,
lived with, observed, and interviewed (through an
interpreter) the sixty -eight young women between
the ages of 9 and 20. When her study first appeared
in 1928, many American readers felt shocked by
her observation that young Samoan women deferred
marriage for many years while enjoying casual sex,
but eventually married, settled down, and
successfully reared their own children. Moreover,
Mead concluded that the passage from childhood to
adulthood was not full of emotional or psychological
distress, anxiety, or confusion, but on the contrary
rather easy.
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As Boas and Mead expected, this book upset many
Westerners. The book continues to have this effect
on many readers, and the Intercollegiate Studies
Institute ( a policially conservative United States
organization) recently declared Coming of Age in
Samoa the “worst book of the 20th century”.

Five years after Mead had passed away, in 1983,
Derek Freeman published Margaret Mead and
Samoa: The Making and Unmaking of an
Anthropological Myth in which he challenged all of
Mead’s major findings. Freeman’s based his critique
on his own four years of field experience in Samoa
and on recent interviews with Mead’s surviving
inforamants. According to Freeman, these women
denied having engaged in casual sex as young
women and claimed that they lied to Mead.

After an initial flurry of discussion, most
anthropologists concluded that the absolute truth
would probably never be known. Many, however, find
Freeman’s critique highly questionable. First, many
have speculated that he waited until Mead died before
publishing his critique so that she would not be able
to respond. Second, many pointed out that Meads
original informants were now old women,
grandmothers, and had converted to Christiantity.
They further pointed out that Samoan culture had
changed considerably in the decades following
Mead’s orginal research, that after intense
missionary activity many Samoans had come to
adopt the same puritanical sexual standards as the
Americans who were once so shocked by Mead’s
book. They sugested that such women, in this new
context, were unlikely to speak frankly about their
adolescent behavior. (Note, however, that one of
Freeman’s interviewees gave her born-again faith as
the reason for coming clean about her deception.)
Finally, many suggested that these women would
not be be as forthright and honest about their
sexuality when speaking to an elderely man, as they
would have been speaking to young woman. Many
anthropologists in turn accuse Freeman of having

the same ethnocentric sexual Puritanism as the
people Boas and Mead once hoped to shock. In
1983, the American Anthropological Association
passed a motion declaring Freeman’s Margaret Mead
“poorly written, unscientific, irresponsible, and
misleading.” (Freeman 1999, cited by Piner 2002,
p. 115).

Freeman continued to argue his case in the 1999
publication of The fateful hoaxing of Margaret Mead:
A hisotorical analysis of her Samoan research.
Judging from reader reviews on Amazon. com., the
book has not changed many minds in the Mead vs.
Freeman controversy.

Quotes :

n “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed people can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

n “As the traveler who has once been from home
is wiser than he who has never left his own
doorstep, so a knowledge of one other culture
should sharpen our ability to scrutinize more
steadily, to appreciate more lovingly, our own.”

n “Thanks to television, for the first time the young
are seeing history made before it is censored
by their elders.”

n “What people say, what people do, and what
they say they do are entirely different things.”

n “At times it may be necessary temporarily to
accept a lesser evil, but one must never label
a necessary evil as good.”

n “Of all the peoples whom I have studied, from
city dwellers to cliff dwellers, I always find that
at least 50 percent would prefer to have at least
one jungle between themselves and their
mothers-in-law.”

n “I learned the value of hard work by working
hard.”
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n “I was brought up to believe that the only thing

worth doing was to add to the sum of accurate

information in the world.”

n “Always remember that you are absolutely

unique. Just like everyone  else.”
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n Coming of Age in Samoa (1928) ISBN

0688050336

n Growing Up in New Guinea (1930) ISBN

0688178111

n The Changing Culture of an Indian Tribe (1932)
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n New Lives for Old : Cultural Transformation in
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n Continuities in Cultural Evolution (1964)
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“Life in the t wentieth century is like a parachute jump - youhave to get it
right the first time.”    ... Margaret Mea d

Margaret Mead
(1901 - 1978)

American Anthropologist

Intro duction :

In 1928 the publication of Coming of Age in Samoa,
a study of adolescent behavior in a Polynesian
society, by Margaret Mead changed American
anthropology, the scientific study of human beings.
The book became a best-seller as its American
readers wanted to learn about sexual patterns among
Samoan females. It brought its author to the forefront
of American anthropology, where she would remain
for half a century.

Numerous field trips and books followed, as did
studies of American nutrition patterns and changing
social values. Mead pioneered research methods
that helped shape American public policy, becoming
the leading authority on American culture and the
preeminent authority in her field. Her  frequent
commentaries on the family, sex, the generation
gap, and moral issues made her into a figure scorned
by some and revered by millions.

“Unlike other children” :

Margaret Mead was born the  oldest of four children
on December 18, 1901, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Her parents were educators and the
family moved frequently during her youth.
Experiencing somewhat advanced ideas for the time,
Mead learned that women could have their own
profession from her grandmother and her mother,
who was a suffragette (a women who advocated the

right of women to vote). Her parents encouraged her
to play with children of all racial and economic
backgrounds and she was taught early to closely
observe others. She  also learned to paint and dance.
Mead recalls that she  “took pride in being unlike
other children & in living in a household that was in
itself unique.”

Trip s to Samoa and New Guinea :

While attending Barnard College in New York City,
Mead developed an interest in anthropology. In a
class with the  famous anthropologist Franz Boas,
she learned of the importance of studying cultures
that were  rapidly disappearing around the world.
“That settled it for me. Anthropology had to be done
now. Other things could wait,” she said later. After
graduating in 1923 Mead married Luther Cressman
and entered  Columbia University graduate school
in New York City.

Two years later Mead left  for a nine-month stay in
Samoa, an island in the southwest central Pacific
Ocean, to study adolescence and biological and
cultural influences on behavior.
She  found that “suspending for the time one’s beliefs
and disbeliefs” was necessary in order to understand
“another reality” she encountered in Samoa. Mead
lived with the villagers during the day and at night,
giving her  an advantage in observing and
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understanding behavior and customs that otherwise
would have remained unknowable to a person from
the United States. For  instance, she discovered
that monogamy (marriage to one person) and
jealousy were not valued or understood by the
Samoans, and that divorce occurred  simply by
the husband or wife “going home.” However, her
most important work in Samoa was on courtship
patterns in adolescents.

Mead made her second field trip in the late 1920s
with her second husband, Reo Fortune. Studying
the culture of manus, the largest of the Admiralty
Islands off the coast of New Guinea, she  observed
the fantasy worlds of young children and the
development of social behavior. In 1930 Mead wrote
Growing Up in New Guinea about her findings among
the manus. Five years later she published Sex and
Temperament about her studies of the Arapesh,
Mundugumor, and Tchambuli peoples in New
Guinea. As a result of her observations she
concluded that human values depend on time and
environment, not inherited traits.

38, 000 Balinese photographs :

In 1936 Mead went to Bali, an Indonesian island
with Gregory Bateson, her third husband, with the
plan to study the presence or absence of
schizophrenia, a mental disease, in the Balinese
people. But Boas had told Mead, “If I were going to
Bali I would study gesture,” so she and Bateson
decided to follow Boas’s advice. In fact, they took
38, 000 photographs in their study of Balinese
character, which resulted in their innovative 1941
book Balinese Character : A Photographic Analysis.

Although doctors repeatedly told Mead she could
never have children, after several miscarriages she
gave birth to a daughter, Mary Catherine Bateson
in 1939. During World War II, Mead served on the
U.S. Committee on Food Habits and worked on a
national character study that examined British and
American relations. In 1942 she published And
Keep Your Powder Dry:An Anthropologist Looks at
America, in which she compares American culture
with the cultures of seven other countries.

Counselor to American society:

Always Mead seemed to return to studying the family.
Every few years she commented on the problems
facing American families amid changing social
conditions. Shw was concerned about the loss of
extended families and the isolation felt by people
living in cities. An early feminist, Mead wrote in 1946
about the need for changing gender roles. Perhaps
her most profound impact was as a counselor to
American society. With Rhoda Metraux, she wrote
a monthly column in Redbook for 17 years (1961-
1978), offering advice to American women. Though
married and divorced three times, Mead firmly stated,
“I don’t consider my marriages as failures. It’s idiotic
to assume that because a marriage ends, it’s failed.”
Mead was critical of the women’s movement when it
was anti-male, calling for a truly revolutionary vision
of gender relations.

Social outlook :

During the 1960s Mead wrote on a number of issues
with the hope of influencing the thinking of the
American public, particularly on topics such as the
generation gap, the environmental crisis, and over
population. Rather than increasing the world’s
population, Mead advocated a philosophy of
educating and nurturing all the world’s children as
our own. She was also an early proponent of birth
control, an advocate of the repeal of antiabortion laws,
and a supporter of the right to die. While Mead
endorse civil disobedience she was also a strong
believer in people being morally responsible for their
lives.

Honors and awards :

Margaret Mead lived life fully and tirelessly. “I am
glad that I am alive,” she said, “I am glad that I am
living at this particular very difficult, very dangerous,
and very crucial period in human history. “Her list of
published works is long and her honors numerous.
In 1969 Time named her Mother of the Year. She
was president of the American Academy for the
Advancement of Science and remained active in
education for most of her life, teaching at Columbia
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University and New York University among other
schools. Mead’s association with the American
Museum of Natural History dates from 1926, when
she became assistant curator. In 1964 she was
appointed curator of the museum and named curator
emeritus, an honorary title, in 1969. Mead died of
caner on November 15, 1978, in New York City.

The First Spock Baby :

In her book about life with her parents, titled With A
Daughter’s Eye (1984), Mary Catherine Bateson
revealed that she was the first “Spock baby.” At the
time of Bateson’s birth Mead was  friend of Dr.
Benjamin Spock, a young pediatrician who had
innovative ideas about child rearing. For instance,
he advocated “demand feeding” of infants - giving
babies their bottles whenever they seemed hungry -
and picking them up whenever they cried. Since his
theories were directly opposed to the more rigid
practices that were being followed at the time, Mead
agreed to let him test his ideas with her and newborn

Catherine. Seven years late, in 1946, Dr. Spock
published The Common Sense Book of Baby and
Child Care, book that revolutionized the way
American parents brought up their children.

Further Reading

n Cassidy, Robert, A Voice for the Century, Universe

Books, 1982.

n Howard, Jane, Margaret Mead : A Life, Simon &

Schuster, 1984.

n Ludel, Jacqueline, Margaret Mead, Franklin

Watts, 1983.

n Mead, Margaret, Blackberry Winter : My Earlier

Years, Morrow, 1972.

n Saunders, Susan, Margaret Mead, Viking Kestrel,

1987.

n Ziesk, Edra, Margaret Mead, Chelsea House,

1990.

q

“I am glad that I am alive. I am glad that I am living at this particular very difficult,
very dangerous, and very crucial period in human history”.

...Margaret Mead

“I do not consider my marriages as failures. It is idotic to assume that because a
marriage ends, it is failed.”

...Margaret Mead
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Margaret Mead (1901-1978)
An Anthropolgy of Human Freedom)

When Margaret Mead died in 1978, she was the most
famous anthropologist in the world. Indeed, it was
through her work that many people learned about
anthropology and its holistic vision of the human
species.

Mead was born in Philadelphia on December 16, 1901
in a household of social scientists with roots in the

Midwest. Her major at
Barnard was psychology,
but she went on to earn a
doctorate at Columbia,
studying with Franz Boas
and Ruth Benedict. For
her, anthropology was an
urgent calling, a way to
bring new understandings
of human behaviour to bear
on the future. In 1925 she

set out for American Samoa, where she did her first
field work, focusing on adolescent girls, and in 1929
she went, accompanied by her second husband, Reo
Fortune, to Manus Island in New Guinea, where she
studied the play and imaginations of younger children
and the way they were shaped by adult society.

The Samoan work, published as Coming of Age in
Samoa,  became a best seller and has been
translated into many languages. This work presented
to the public for the first time the idea that the
individual experience of developmental stages could
be shaped by cultural demands and expectations,
so that adolescence might be more or less stormy
and sexual development more or less problematic in
different cultures. It was addressed above all to
educators, affirming that the “civilized” world had
something to learn from the “primitive.” The Manus
work, published as Growing Up in New Guinea,
effectively refuted the notion that “primitive” peoples
are “like children”. Different developmental stages,

and the
r e l a t i o n s h i p s
between them,
need to be studied
in every culture.
Mead was thus the
first anthropologist
to look at human
development in a
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l
perspective.

In subsequent field
work, on mainland
New Guinea, she demonstrated that gender roles
differed from one society to another, depending at
least as much on culture as on biology, and in her
work in Bali with her third husband, Gregory Bateson,
she explored new ways of documenting the
connection between childrearing and adult culture,
and the way in which these are symbolically
interwoven. She and Gregory Bateson had one child,
Mary Catherine Bateson.

As an anthropologist, Mead had been trained to think
in terms of the interconnection of all aspects of human

life. The
production of food
cannot be
separated from
ritual and belief,
and politics
cannot be
separated from
childrearing or
art. This holistic
understanding of
human adaption
allowed Mead to

speak out on a very wide range of issues. She

Margaret and her brother,
Richard, Nantucket1911.

(Mead Archives, Library of
Congress)

Mead and husband Gregory
Bateson doing field research in Papua,
New Guinea, in 1938. (Mead Archives,

Library of Congress)
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affirmed the possibility of learning from other groups,
above all by applied the knowledge she brought back
from the field to issues of modern life. Thus, she
insisted that human diversity is a resource, not a
handicap, that all human beings have the capacity
to learn from and teach each other. Her delight in
learning from others showed in the way she was
able to address the public with affection and respect.

When World War II cut of field research in the South
Pacific, Mead and Benedict pioneered the application
of anthropological techniques to the study of
contemporary culture, founding the Institute for
Intercultural Studies. Then, in her most sustained
post-war field work, Mead returned to Manus in 1953
to study the dramatic changes made in response to
exposure to a wider world. Reported in New Lives
for Old,  this research offered a new basis for her
insistence on the importance of enhancing and
supporting that capacity. She believed that cultural
patterns of racism, warfare, and environmental

exploitation were learned, and that the members of
a society could work together to modify their
traditions and to construct new institutions. This
conviction drew her into discussions of the process
of change, expressed in the slogan, “Never doubt
that a small group of thoghtful, committed citizens
can change the world.”

Mead taught at a number of institutions, but her long
term professional base was at the American
Musemum of Natural History in New York City. She
authored some twenty books and coauthored an
equal number. She was much honored in her lifetime,
serving as president of major scientific associations,
including the American Anthropological Association
and the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, and she received 28 honorary doctorates.
She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom
following her death in 1978. Her voluminous archives
are now housed in the Library of Congress.

q

Anthropology was an urgent calling, a way to bring new understanding of human
behaviour to bear on the future.

...Margaret Mead
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Postscript to September 1 1, 2001-What would Margaret Mead Say ?

William O. Beeman

MARGARET MEAD (1901-1978)

In the wake of the events of September 11 and beyond, William O, Beeman, secretary of the
Institute for Intelectual Studies (IIS) professor of anthropolgy at Brown University, has written
an op-ed piece reflecting how Mead might react to these attacks and our response as a nation.

Few Americans today realize that anthropologist
Margaret Mead, the most famous social scientist  of
the 20th Century, was also one of the most profound
commentators on war and America’s response to
violence. It is appropriate to ask what she would say
about the attacks of September 11 and the Bush
administration’s war on terrorism if she were alive
today. The short answer is that she would have some
deep insights into why we are fighting in the first
place, and sugest that we become aware that our
cultural tendencies can work both for us and against
us. She would also urge Americans to start planning
for a post-war era in which we envision co-existence
with our opponents even as the conflict continues.

In this 100th anniversary of Mead’s birth, academic
celebrations are taking place across the country in
commemoration. Most academics have forgotten that
Mead was an active advisor to  the U.S. government
during World War II, and during the early days of the
cold war under the aegis of the Office of Naval
research. With her friend and mentor, Ruth Benedict,
she founded research project, Columbia University
Research in Contemporary Cultures. This project was
designed to investigate the cultures of the modern
nations with whom we were allied and with whom
we were fighting, including Germany, Britain, Russia,
France and Japan. Not the least of these was the
United States itself. Mead’s study of American
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Culture, And Keep Your Powder Dry has just been
reprinted in a new edition. It is as fresh as the day it
was first published 1942, and as sobering for
Americans trying to make sense of the sudden
violence in their lives.

In World War II Mead warned that “If we let our
generals and our statesmen involve us in international
threats and reprisals which fail to bring out the
strenght in our character-we may lose. To win we
must take accurate inventory of our American
character.”

Part of that inventory was to understand both why
we fight and how we fight. Americans, according to
Mead, see aggression as a response rather than a
primary behaviour. However, our aggression must be
in proportion to the strength of our opponent. The
“fear that a boy will be a coward contains in it the
fear that he will also be a bully.” This is an accurate
account of the inception of conflicts we have engaged
in since World War II including those of Septemebr
11. When struck, we do not want to be thought of as
cowards, so we strike back. However, American fear
of being thought a bully also accounts for the public
outcry when we seem to have exceeded our mandate
for aggression, as in the post-Gulf War bombing of
Iraq. Balancing these tendencies against reality is
an imperative for effective ;response in the future.

Mead also pointed out that as a nation we have a
strong drive for achievement, and tend to see
organized conflict as a finite task to be completed.
Once finished, we walk away from it, and move on
to the next task. This is an excellent trait in that it
emphasizes completion of a job, a dispassionate
view of it, and a tendency not to hold long grudges.
However, it also keeps us from seeing the
interconnections between conflict events, and blinds
us to the need both for follow-up and prophylactic
planning. This is a fairly accurate account of our
conduct in helping counter the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in the 1980’s. We neither predicted it,
nor planned for the post-conflict period, and we are
paying a price for our tendencies.

However, Mead’s most important warning for
Americans was against the national disposition for
isolationism, which she saw as an outgrowth of
American individualism. Mead believed fervently that
humans need to cherish the cultural diversity of the
world, because in this diveristy lay the hope for
human survival. She didn’t mince words. In 1965 she
wrote: “the people of the United States are still hoping
to build the future of the United States as if continent
was before the first voyage of Columbus. Yet we are
in the world as we have never been before... we have
not yet really taken our place as a nation among
nations, recognizing that each is essential to the
safety of all.”

The need to work toward a world without war in which
all humans have a stake was paramount in Mead’s
philosophy. “Those who still cling to the old, simple
definition of patriotism have not yet recognized that
since Hiroshima there cannot be winner and losers
in a war, but only losers. And they are vocal out of
desperation about a world they do not understand.”
Mead’s challange to Americans to cherish the
cultures of the world was also a challenge to cherish
our own, but to have the courage to change when
our cultural tendencies become dysfunctional.
Facing this task may be more formidable than any
foreign military operation we could ever devise.

William O. Beeman teaches anthropology at

Brown University. He is secretary of the Institute

for Intercultural Studies, the research foundation

created by Maargaret Mead before her death.

Currently he is editing a series of seven books

reissuing Mead’s post-World War II publications

on contemporary Western cultures, including

“And Keep Your Powder Dry”, “Russian Culture”

and “Themes in French Culture”. The American

Anthropological Association at its Annual

Meeting in Washington, D.C. (November 28-

December 1.2002) honored Mead’s centennial

celebration with a symposium and exhibit of her

work at the Library of Congresss.
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Margaret Mead
(1901-1978)

Margaret Mead was born on Monday, December 16,
1901, at the West Park Hospital in Philadelphia.
Because this was a new hospital at the time,
Margaret received the honor of being the first baby
born there. Her father was a Professor of Finance at
the Wharton School of Finance at the University of
Pensylvania. As a child she felt different considering
that all of her peers had been born at home and she
had not. She was jealous that they had a place to
identify as their own. Consequently, Margaret found
that living with rational, secular, agnostic parents,
she could not identify with many people.

Margaret’s parents were midwesterners who moved
around a great deal living in such places as Hampton,
New Jersey, Greenwich Village in New York City and
St. Marks Square, Philadelphia. Sometimes they
were in a place for only one day, and other times

they were there for years. Because of this, Margaret’s
life was filled with many experiences which led her
to be the person she was.

One of her first experiences consisted of going to
school. Sometimes she was even schooled at home
by her grandmother. In school, Maragret sometimes
felt out of place because of her personal background.
However, it was in high school that she met and was
engaged to a man named Luther Cressman. After
attending many schools because of family travel,
Margaret graduated and was sent to college at
DePauw University. It was here where she met
Katharine Rothenberger who soon became her best
friend. However, Maragaret was looked down upon
at DePauw so she soon transferred to Barnard
College where she studied economics and sociology.
Here, she was associated with a group of girls who
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were called the “Ash Can Cats.” Barnard was also
the place where Margaret became interested in
Anthropology. This was the result of having an
intersting instructor, Franz Boas, and his assistant,
Ruth Benedict, who became her life-long friend.

In September, 1923, Margaret was married to Luther
in a little Episcopal church where she had been
baptized of her own accord. She then continued her
studies as a graduates student. Through school, she
had the opportunity to do some fieldwork in Samoa.
In Samoa, she studied the Manu adolescent girls in
relation to American female adolescents and through
ethographic findings, found that culture influences
personality, not genetics. On her way back, she met
Reo Fortune, an anthropologist who would soon
become her husband as she would divorce Luther.
After she returned, her book Coming of Age in Samoa
was published.

In December, 1931, Margaret traveled to New Guinea
to study the Arapesh and later the Mudugumor and
Tchambuli culture. Here, her fieldwork consisted of
studying sex roles in culture. Mead found that in the
Arapesh culture, both men and women were
expected to be equal. This culture was found to be
very simple as both genders actively raised the
children. On the other hand, the Mudugumor culture
was very fierce. Both men and women were mean
and aggressive. Often the children were left to fend
for themselves and infants of the wrong sex were
commonly cast into the river to die. This, in itself,
was a very alarming experience for Margaret.

In the Tchambuli culture, Margaret found that the
sex rolls are reversed. The women were brisk and
heartly and the men were in charge of the household.
These cultural differences were then published in
another book, Sex and Temperament in Three
Primitive Societies; Margaret participated in other
fieldwork projects in Bali whre she experienced even
more cultural diversity. While studying this particular
culture, she met Gregory Bateson, another
anthropologist who she would eventually fall in love
with and marry after divorcing Reo.

After marrying Gregory, they tried to conceive a child
but Margaret had numerous miscarriages that
caused them much misery. However, finally on
December 8, 1939, Mary Catherine Bateson was
born. Later in life, Margaret became a grandmother
and her life was then complete. She studied several
cultures with opposite values of society and personal
roles within one hundred miles of one another. She
intended to disprove the current theory that the
masculine and feminine roles were innate and
unchangeable. She found that the masculine and
feminine attributes were determined by the
systematic effort from the parents, not the product
of the sexually identifiable distinctions. She found
differences in attitudes and identification of roles that
crossed the sexual lines among the people of three
different cultures in the Pacific.

Margaret died in 1978 having lived a very enriched
life. Margaret Mead was a clear and forceful person
who had a great impact on the world of psychology
and anthropology, and to her we owe much
knowledge.

Books by Margaret Mead :

n Growing Up in New Guinea

n The Changing Culture of an Indian Tribe

n People and Places

n Anthropology : A Human Science

n An Anthropologist at Work : Writings of Ruth
Benedict

n Culture and Commitment

n Rap on Race

References :

n Howard, Jane. Margaret Mead : A Life. New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1984.

n Kottak, Conrad Phillip. Anthropology : The
Exploration of Human Diversity. New York : The
McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 1997.

n Mead, Margaret. Blackberry Winter : My Earlier
Years. New York: William Morrow & Company,
Inc., 1972.
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Margaret Mead
American Cultural Anthropologist

(16 December 1901 - 15 November 1978)

Wikiquote

Sourced :

nnnnn If we are to achieve a richer culture, rich in
contrasting values, we must recoganize the
whole gamut of human potentialities, and
so weave a less arbitrary social fabric, one
in which each diverse human gift will find a
fitting place.

n Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive
Societies (1935)

n To cherish the life of the world.

n Epitaph

Attributed :

n A city is a place where there is no need to wait
for next week to get the answer to a question, to

taste the food of any country, to find new voices
to listen to and familiar ones to listen to again.

n A city must be a place where groups of
women and men are seeking and
developing the highest things they know.

n A society which is clamoring for choice, which
is filled with many articulate groups, each urging

its own brand of salvation, its own variety of
economic philosophy, will give each new
generation no peace unitl all have chosen or gone

under, unable to bear the conditions of choice.

n Always remember that you are absolutely

unique. Just like everyone else.

n Anthropology demands the open-mindedness

with which one must look and listen, record in

astonishment and wonder that which one would

not have been able to guess.

n At times it may be necessary temporarily to

accept a lesser evil, but one must never label

a necessary evil as good.

n Be lazy, go crazy.

n Because of their age-long training in human

relations-for that is what feminine intuition really

is - women have a special contribution to make

to any group enterprise.

n Chief among our gains must be reckoned this

possibility of choice, the recognized only one.

Where other civilizations give a satisfactory outlet

to only one temperamental type, be he mystic or

soldier, business man or artist, a civilization in

which there are many standards offers of posibility

of satisfactory adjustment to individuals of many

different temperamental types, of diverse gifts and

varying interests.
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n Coming to terms with the rhythms of women’s

lives means coming to terms with life itself,

accepting the imperatives of the body rather than

the imperative of an artificial, man-made, perhaps

transcendentally beautiful civilization. Emphasis

on the male work-rhythm  is an emphasis on

infinite possibilities; emphasis on the female

rhythms is an emphasis on a difined pattern, on

limitation.

n Every time we liberate a women, we liberate

a man.

n Fathers are biological necessities, but social

accidents.

n For the very first time the young are seeing history

being made before it is censored by their elders.

n Human nature is potentially aggressive and

destructive and potentially orderly and

constructive.

n I do not believe in using women in combat,

because females are too fierce.

n I had no reason to doubt that brains were suitable

for a woman. And as I had my father’s king of

mind-which was also his mother’s - I learned that

the mind is not sex-typed.

n I have a respect for manners as such, they are a

way of dealing with people you don’t agree with

or like.

n I have spent most of my life studying the lives of

other peoples-farway peoples-so that Americans

might better understand themselves.

n I learned the value of hard work by working hard.

n I must admit that I personally measure

success in terms of the contributions an

individual makes to her or his fellow human

beings.

n I think extreme heterosexuality is a perversion.

n I was brought up to believe that the only thing

worth doing was to add to the sum of accurate

information in the world.

n I was wise enough to never grow up while

fooling most people into believing I had.

nnnnn If one cannot state a matter clearly enough

so that even an intelligent twelve-year-old

can understand it, one should remain within

the cloistered walls of the university and

laboratory  until one gets a better grasp of

one’s subject matter .

n If you associate enough with older people who

do enjoy their lives, who are not stored away in

any golden ghettos, you will gain a sense of

conitnuity and of the possibility for a full life.

n In the modern world we have invented ways of

speeding up invention, and people’s lives change

so fast that a person is born into one kind of world,

grows up in another, and by the time his children

are growing up, lives in still a different world.

n Instead of being presented with stereotypes

by age, sex, color , class, or religion, children

must have the opportunity to learn that within

each range, some people are loathsome and

some are delightful.

n Instead of needing lots of children, we need

highquality children.

n It has been a woman’s task throughout

history to go on believing in life when there

was almost no hope.

n It is an open question whether any behavior

based on fear of eternal punishment can be

regarded as ethical or should be regarded

as merely cowardly .
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n It is utterly false and cruelly arbitrary to put all

the play and learning into childhood, all the work

into middle age, and all the regrets into old age.

n I have been married three times-and each time I

married the right person.

n Laughter is man’s most distinctive emotional

expression.

n Life in the twentieth century is like a parachute

jump: you have to get it right the first time.

n Man’s most human characteristics is not his

ability to learn, which he shares with many

other species, but his ability to teach and store

what others have developed and taught him.

n Man’s role is uncertain, undefined, and perhaps

unnecessary.

n Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,

committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,

it’s the only thing that ever has.

n Variants : Never doubt that a small group of

thoghtful, committed people can change the

world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever

has.

Never believe that a few caring people can’t

change the world. For, indeed, that’s all who

ever have.

A small group of thoughtful people could

change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing

that ever has.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,

committed citizens can change the world;

indeed, it’s the only thing that ever does.

n No matter how many communes anybody invents,

the family always creeps back.

n Nobody has ever before asked the nuclear family

to live all by itself in a box the way we do. With

no relatives, no support, we’ve put it in an

impossible situation.

n Of all the peoples whom I have studied, from

city dwellers to cliff dwellers, I always find that

at least 50 percent would prefer to have at least

one jungle between themselves and their

mothers-in-law.

n Old age is like flying through a storm. Once

you’re aboard, there’s nothing you can do.

n One of the oldest human needs is having

someone to wonder where you are when you do

not come home at night.

n Our first and most pressing problem is how

to do away with warfare as a method of

solving conflicts between national groups

within a society who have different views

about how the society is to run.

n Our humanity rests upon a series of learned

behaviors, woven together into paterns that

are infinitely fragile and never directly

inherited.

n Our treatment of both older people and children

reflects the value we place on independence and

autonomy. We do our best to make our children

independent from birth. We leave them all alone

in rooms with the lights out and tell them, Go to

sleep by yourselves. And the old people we

respect most are the ones who will fight for their

independence, who would sooner starve to death

than ask for help.

n Prayer does not use up artificial energy, doesn’t

burn up any fossil fuel, doesn’t pollute. Neither

does song, neither does love, neither does the

dance.

n Sister is probably the most competitive

relationship within the family, but once the sisters

are grown, it becomes the strongest relationship.
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n Sooner or later I’m going to die, but I’m not

going to retire.

n Thanks to television, for the first time the young

are seeing history made before it is censored by

their elders.

n The ability to learn older-as it is also more

widespread-than is the ability to teach.

n The institution of marriage in all societies is a

pattern within which the strains put by civilization

on males and females alike must be resolved, a

pattern within which men must learn, in return

for a variety of elaborate rewards, new forms in

which sexual spontaneity is still possible, and

women must learn to discipline their receptivity

to a thousand other considerations.

n The United States has the power to destroy the

world, but not the power to save it alone.

n The way to do fieldwork is never to come up for

air until it is all over.

n Throughout history females have picked

providers. Males have picked anything.

n We are living beyond our means. As a people

we have developed a life-sty;e that is draining

the earth of its priceless and irreplaceable

resources without regard for the future of our

children and people all around the world.

n We are now at a point where we must

educate our children in what no one knew

yesterday , and prep are our schools for what

no one knows yet.

n We may say that many, if not all, of the

personality traits which we have called masculine

or feminine are as lightly linked to sex as are the

clothing, the manners, and the form of headdress

that a society at a given period assigns to either

sex.

n We must recognize that beneath the superficial

classifications of sex and race the same

potentialities exist, recurring generation after

generation, only to perish because society has

no place for them.

n We will be a better country when each religious

group can trust its members to obey the dictates

of their own religious faith without assistance from

the legal structre of their country.

n We women are doing pretty well. We’re almost

back to where we were in the twenties. (1976)

n What people say , what people do, and what

they say they do are entirely different things.

n When our baby stirs and struggles to be born it

compels humility : What we began is now its

own.

n When human beings have been fascinated by

the contemplation their own hearts, the more

intricate biological pattern of the female has

become a model for the artist, the mystic, and

the saint. When mankind turns instead to what

can be done, altered, built, invented, in the outer

world, all natural properties of men, animals, or

metals become handicaps to be altered rather

than clues to be followed.

n Women want mediocre men, and men are

working hard to be as mediocre as possible.

q
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MARGARET MEAD

World Famous American Anthropologist

[Born Dec. 16, 1901, Philadelphia, P A, U.S.S.
Died Nov . 15, 1978, New York, NY, U.S.A.]

Mead was an innovator in the science of

anthropology. She made fundamental contributions

in theory and in field research, pioneering and

developing many procedures which became standard

for fieldwork.

When Mead was a child, she was encouraged by

her family to develop an interest in social science.

Her grandmother Martha Ramsey Mead, a teacher

of young children, taught her to take careful notes

on the behavior and speech partterns of her younger

siblings before she was 8 years old. She was also

stimulated by the intellectual encouragement offered

by her mother, a sociologist, and her father, an

economist who taught at the University of

Pennsylvania.

Mead’s first ambition was to be a painter, but by the

time she entered college, she had decided to major

in English. In her senior year at Barnard College

she was a student in an anthropology course given

by Franz Boas. There she also studied with Ruth

Benedict. Exposure to the teaching of these noted

anthropologists fixed her destiny, an she spent the

rest of her life as a working anthropologist, even

though she developed many other professional

interests.

Mead engaged in significant fieldwork immediately

upon graduating from Barnard. In 1925 she traveled

to Samoa, where she spent 9 months observing

adolescent girls in small villages on the seacoasts

of the Manua Islands. Her method involved settling

down with the people she was studying. She

immersed herself almost completely in their life-style,

eating the same food and caring for sick children,

and gained their confidence. This intense involvement

enabled her to record accurately many facets of their

lives.
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The extensive studies made of the adolescent girls

in Samoa led Mead to consider whether the troubles

experienced by adolescents in Western societies

are due to the nature of adolescence itself or to the

particular culture in which young people were reared.

She felt that her research storngly suggested that

the view of adolescence varied in different cultures.

The relaxed and pleasant attitudes in Samoa seemed

to reduce conflict and prevent the occurrence of

neurotic personalities caused by guilt feelings.

Mead’s next field expedition (1928-29) was to the

Admiralty Islands, where she studied the preliterate

Manus tribe. During this period she also began her

third field trip-to study an American Indian tribe.

Further trips took her to New Guinea (1931-33) and

Bali (1936-38). In Bali, Mead and Gregory Bateson

took and annotated 25, 000 photographs in a

landmark study which widely influenced other

anthropologists.

Mead believed that an understanding of different

cultures required the insights provided by a variety

of disciplines. She added to her own research the

conclusions of people working in fields such as

physiology, ecology, nutrition, economics, and

especially psychology to develop a synthesis that

was not possible before she viewed anthropology

as a branch of learning that requires a critical blending

of the natural sciences, the humanities, and the

social sciences. She felt that anthropology was both

a science and an art, requiring not only complex

research skills but also a disciplined awareness of

self, that could lead to a unified approach to the

study of humankind in all its aspects.

During World War II Mead’s interests broadened to

include applied anthropology. As executive secretary

of the National Research Council’s Committee on

Food Habits, she asisted in gathering many experts

in various fields in a project that produced in depth

studies of the eating habits and food requirements

of different countries. In her later years she applied

her energies and expertise in seeking developmental

changes in society. She became interested in and

sparked the development of a new branch of

knowledge, ekistics, a science dealing with human

settlements and utilizing research in fields such as

architecture, sociology, and city planning. People

living in the modern world are shaped by many forces

which do not affect people living in preliterate

societies. She felt that anthropology should be an

important part of a liberal education to help people

achieve a meaningful understanding of themselves

in relation to a global society.

To Mead, anthropology represented an integrated

approach that illumines humankind’s past, the role

of human beings in evolution, the remains of past

civilizations, the intricacies of languages, and the

essence of cultures and how to study them and

how to apply this knowledge.

Mead was the daughter of Edwad and Emily Fogg

Mead. After attending Doylestown High School and

the New Hope School for Girls, she enrolled in

DePauw University (Greencastle, IN). Transferring

to Barnard College of Columbia University, she

earned the B.A. in 1923. At Columbia she earned

the Ph.D. in 1929. In 1925 Mead served as associate

of the Bishop Museum in Honolulu. In 1926 she

began a lifelong association with the American

Museum of Natural History, as assistant curator of

ethnology (1926-42), asociate curator (1942-64),

curator (1964-69) and curator emeritus (1969-72).

She served as visiting lecturer in child studies at

Vassar (1939-41), lecturer at the Teachers College

of Columbia University (1947-51), director of the

Columbia University Research in Contemporary

Cultures (1948-50), adjunct professor of

anthropology at Columbia University (1954-78),

consultant (1968) and chairperson and professor of

anthropology (1968-70) at Fordham University
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Liberal Arts College at Lincoln Center, visiting

professor in the department of psychiatry at the

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine (1957-

78), and Sloan Professor of the Menninger

Foundation (1959-78). Mead was a Natioanal

Research Council fellow (1925-26) and a Social

Science Research Council fellow in 1928-29. She

received many awards, including the Gold Medal of

the Society of Woman Geographers (1942), the

Arches of Science Award of the Pacific Science

Center (1971), the Kalinga Prize of UNESCO and

the Govermnment of India (1971), the Wilder Penfield

Award of the Vanier Institute, Toronto (1972), and

the Distinguished Service Award of the American

Anthropological Association (1976). She was the

Alumni Association Distinguished Lecturer at the

University of Rhode Island (1970-71) and the Fogarty

Scholar in Residence at the National Institute of

Mental Health (1973). She was elected to the

National Academy of Sciences in 1975. She served

as president of the Society for Applied Anthropology

(1949) and the American Anthropological Association

(1960), as chairperson of the board of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science (1976),

and as vice-president (1966-72) and honarary life

governor of the Board of the New York Academy of

Science.

Mead wrote Coming of Age in Samoa (1928), Growing

Up in New Guinea (1930), Male and Female: A study

of the Sexes in a Changing World (1949),

Continuities in Cultural Evolution (1964),

Anthropology: A Human Science - Selected Papers

, 1939-60 (1964), Culture and Commitment (1970),

Blackberry Winter (1972), Rethinking the Future

(1975), Letters from the Field, 1925-75 (1977), and

13 other books. She was coauthor with G. Bateson

of Balinese Character (1942), and was editor,

coeditor, or coauthor of many other books. She also

wrote many scientific monographs.

q
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Margaret Mead
(1901-1978)

The Greatest Anthropologist World has Produced
in 20th Century

The best-known anthropologist of the 20th century,

Margaret Mead greatly expanded both the audience

for and the topics investigated by anthroplogical

studies. Mead was the first anthropologist to

examine child-rearing practices and the role of

women in other cultures. Unlike many of her

contemporaries (who believed that genes determined

human personality and roles), Mead held that culture

was the primary shaper of human behavior. The

author of hundreds of articles and books, Mead

brought her message to a popular audience. Her

most famous publications including Coming of Age

in Samoa and And Keep Your Powder Dry-were

national best sellers. For most of her career, Mead

was associated with the American Museum of

Natural History.

Born on December 16, 1901, in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania, Margaret Mead was the eldest of the

five children of Edward and Emily Mead. Edward was

an economics professor at the University of

Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, while

Emily was a sociologist. Mead’s mother and

grandmother (a child psychologist) cultivated the

skills that she would later utilize as an anthropologist,

teaching her to observe other children and take notes

on their behavior.

Mead began her academic career at DePauw

University in Indian in 1919, but she transferred to

Barnard College in 1920. There, she met prominent

anthropologist Franz Boas and Ruth Benedict.

Inspired by their work, she majored in anthropology,

graduating in 1923. That same year, she married

Luther Cressman. (Their marriage ended quickly.)

Mead earned her master’s degree in psychology from

Columbia in 1924, and in 1925, she traveled to the

island of Tau in Samoa to conduct fieldwork for her

Ph.D (which she would receive from Columbia in

1929). Her thesis explored whether adolescent girls

in Samoa experienced the same anxieties and

concerns as female American teenagers. She

concluded that they did not and parlayed her research

into her first book (published in 1928)-Coming of Age

in Samoa-which proposed that culture (not genetic

determinants) accounted for these difference.

After returning from Samoa in 1926, Mead was

named assistant curator of ethnology at the American

Museum of Natural History in New York. She would

remain affiliated with this institution for her entire

career, becoming associate curator in 1942 and

curator in 1956. In 1928, Mead married New Zealand

anthropologist Reo Fortune. That same year, the

couple researched the Manus people in New Guinea.

Their field work provided material not only for several

highly regarded scientific papers but also for Mead’s

books Growing Up in New Guinea(1930) and Sex

and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies (1935).

These popular works further explored the notion that

cultural forces determined social behaviors (including

gender roles).
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Mead’s marriage to Fortune ended in divorce, and

in 1936, she married Gregory Bateson, antother
anthropologist. Their daughter, Mary Catherine, was
born in 1939. (The couple would divorce in 1951). In
the late 1930s and early 1940s, Mead and Bateson
studied the Balinese people. Again, Mead
transformed her field notes into a book - Balinese
Character -which was published in 1941. This text
pioneered the extensive use of photogrphs in
anthropological to American culture, producing the
best-seller And Keep Your Powder Dry : An
Anthropologist Looks at America, which compared
and contrasted American culture to seven others.
From 1947 to 1951, she was a visiting lecturer at
Columbia University’s Teacher’s College.

During the 1950s and 1960s, she lectured and wrote
extensively about a range of topics, including
education and family life as well as more academic
topics. She also returned to the Pacific Islands, New
Guinea, and Bali, recording changes in the cultures
she had studied previously. In 1964, she officialy

retired from the Museum of Natural History, although

she continued to maintain an office there until her

death on November 15, 1978.

Mead is credited with widening the focus of

anthropology. While the discipline had long neglected

the study of women and children, Mead made these

areas essential subjects of anthropological inquiry.

Mead also popularized the often esoteric discipline

with a mainstream audience. Her numerous

accomplishments did not unrecognized. She

became the president of the Anthroplogical

Association in 1960 and was elected to the National

Academy of Sciences in 1975. After her death, the

conclusions of Coming of Age in Samoa were called

into question by Australian anthropologist Derek

Freeman, who accused Mead of leading her subjects

to the responses she wanted and of

misunderstanding their teasing answers to her

questions about sexuality. Whether or not these

criticisms are true, they do not diminish Mead’s

considerable legacy.


