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Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

World Famous British Science Writer

[Born : December 2, 1931-------]

UNESCO – Kalinga Prize Winner – 1972

Nigel Calder

Regarding Global W arning, Calder said :
“Governments are trying to achieve unanimity by stifling any
Scientist who disagrees. Einstein could not have got funding under
the present system.”
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Nigel Calder
A Brief Biographical Profile

[Science Writer with a Superb Record & Immense Experience)

Nigel Calder was born in London in 1931 and was educated at the Mercant Taylors’ School

and at Cambridge University, where he gained a master’s degree in natural  sciences. He

served his apprenticeship as a science writer on the staff of New Scientist and from 1962 to

1966 was its editor-in-chief. Winner in 1972 of UNESCO’s Kalinga Prize for the Popularization

of Science, he has travelled around the world five times, seeking out the latest scientific

knowledge and interpreting it for his readers. His other books include Violent Universe: An

Eyewitness Account of the New Astronomy, The Restless Earth: A Report on the New Geology,

The Weather Machine, The Key to the Universe, The Human Conspiracy: The New Science

of Social Behaviour, The Life Game: Evolution and the New Biology, The Mind of Man: An

Investigation into Current Research on the Brain and Human Nature, and Spaceships of the

Mind. He has also contributed to both British and American publications, among the latter,

Science, Science Year and Nation, and he wrote the script for the BBC television series

Einstein’s Universe.
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Nigel Calder (born December 2, 1931) is British

science writer.

Between 1956 and 1966, Calder wrote for the

magazine New Scientist, serving, as editor from

1962 to 1966. Since that time, he has worked as an

independent author and TV screenwriter. He has

conceived and scripted thirteen major

documentaries and series on popular science

subjects broadcast by the BBC and Channel 4

(London), with accompanying books. For his

television work he received the Kalings Prize
for t he Popularization of Science in 1972. In
2004, his book Magic Universe was short listed for
The Aventis Prizes for Science Books.

Nigel Calder is the son of the late Lord Peter Ritchie
Calder, a brother of the historian Angus Calder and
the father of travel writer Simon Calder. His other
children are Sarah (business writer), Penny
(museums writer and consultant), Jo (working in an
IT company) and Kate (public relations consultant).
His wife Liz is his literary agent and was formerly
an adviser on language teaching for the London
Chambers of Commerce.

Regarding global warming, Calder said:

“Governments are trying to achieve unanimity
by stifling any scientist who disagrees. Einstein
could not have got funding under the present
system.”

He participated in the documentary film The Great
Global Warming Swindle.

Works :

nnnnn 2007 The Chilling Stars- joint author with

Henrik Svensmark for Icon Books, etc.

nnnnn 2005 Albert Einstein : Relativity –

introduction to a Penguin Classic,

Penguin USA

n 2005 Einstein’s Universe (updated for

Einstein Year) – author, for Penguin UK

& USA, etc.

n 2003 Magic Universe: The Oxford Guide to

Modern Science – author, for Oxford

UP, etc.

n 1999 Success Story : 30 Discoveries  –

compiler, for European Space Agency

n 1997 The Manic Sun – author, for Pilkington

Press etc.

n 1995 Beyond This W orld -author, for

European Space Agency

n 1994 Comets : Speculations and Science-

reissue by Dover of The Comet is

Coming!

n 1993 Hubble S pace Telescope :  The

Harvest So Far -author, for European

Space Agency

n 1992 Giotto to the Comet s -author, for

Presswork and Springer

n 1991 Spaceship Earth - author, for Viking UK

etc.

n 1990 Scientific Europe-  general editor, for

Foundation Scientific Europe

n 1988 Future Earth – a contributing editor, for

Croome Helm, etc.

n 1986 The Green Machines  – author, for

Putnam, etc.

n 1986 The English Channel – author, for

Viking and Chatto

n 1983 1984 and Beyond -author, for Century

and Viking
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n 1983 Timescale :  Atlas of the Fourth

Dimension – author, for Viking etc.

n 1980 The Comet is Comingl  – author, for

BBC, Viking, etc. – reissued 1994

n 1979 Nuclear Nightmares  – author, for BBC,

Viking, etc.

n 1979 Einstein’ s Universe  – author, for BBC,

Viking, etc. – reissued 2005

n 1978 Spaceship s of the Mind  – author, for

BBC, Viking, etc.

n 1977 The Key to the Universe  – author, for

BBC, Viking etc.

n 1976 The Human Conspiracy  – author, for

BBC, Viking, etc.

n 1974 The Weather Machine  – author, for

BBC, Viking, etc.

n 1973 The Life Game  – author, for BBC,

Viking, etc.

n 1973 Nature in the Round  – editor, for

Weidenfeld

n 1972 The Restless Earth  – author, for BBC,

Viking, etc.

n 1970 Living T omorrow  – author, for Penguin

Education

n 1970 The Mind of Man - author, for BBC,

Viking, etc.

n 1969 Technopolis  – author, of McGibbon &

Kee, Shuster, etc.

n 1969 The Violent Universe – author, for BBC,

Viking, etc.

n 1968 Unless Peace Comes  – editor, for Allen

Lane, Viking etc.

n 1967 The Environment Game  – author, for

Secker, Holt, etc.

n 1965 The World in 1984  – editor, for Penguin

etc.

n 1958 Radio Astronomy – author, for Phoenix

n 1957 Robot s – author, for Phoenix

n 1957 Electricity Grows Up -author, for

Phoenix

Reference :

n (2005) in Gullen, Zoe; Daniel Sefton: Debrett’s

People of Today. ISBN 1-870520-05-X

Source :

“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigel_Calder”

q



5

Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

Meet the Guru of Sailing Systems
Nigel Calder

By John Kettlewell

Nigel Calder is a well-known onboard-systems specialist, marine author
and cruising family man. We visited him at his Maine home to find out

how he balances his business with time for cruising

Nigel Calder  got into motorcycles an sailing dinghies as a teenager, and has never been far from
mechanical things an boats ever since. In a varied career, before becoming a full-time sailing writer he
worked on automotive assembly lines, in foundries and machine shops, and on offshore oil production
platforms. He and his wife, Terrie, have built a couple of 70-foot canal boats  (on which they lived in
England), and a 39-foot lngrid cutter. They then sailed  a Pacific Seacraft 40 for 5 years. They have
sailed in the North Sea, and extensively in the Caribbean, with Pippin (now aged 19) and Paul (17)
augmenting the crew along the way. Nigel is best known for his Boatowner’s Mechanical and Electrical
Manual, and his Marine Diesel Engines, both in their second editions, and both considered the definitive
works in their field. In addition to over 200 magazine articles, he has also authored a ‘Cruising Guide
to the Northwest Caribbean’, ‘Cuba: A Cruising Guide’, ‘Nigel Calder’s Cruising Handbook: a
Compendium for Coastal and Offshore Sailors’ and ‘How to Read a Nautical Chart’.

“Watch this!” Nigel Calder smiled and turned a
battery switch. Almost instantly the room filled with
choking smoke. As he disappeared in the acrid
cloud, he expounded on the importance of proper
onboard-circuit protection – having just demonstrated
what happens when a dead short causes 400 amps
to surge through an unfused wire.

The author of the best-selling Boatowner’s
Mechanical and Electrical Manual lives in a 200-
year-old Maine farmhouse with attached barn when
he isn’t aboard Nada, the 38-foot, William Atkin-
designed Ingrid cutter he and his wife, Terrie, built
from a bare hull. For a man with Nigel’s interests

and avocation, that barn is a necessity. He’s
restoring an 18-foot wood Rhodes daysailer in one
room, while a replica of boat’s electrical system sits
in another. In between are piles of rope, tools,
cables, hoses, batteries, and endless bits and
pieces needed by someone who can fix just about
anything and, for a living, writes books about how to
do it.

In addition to his electrical and mechanical
endeavors, Nigel, in partnership with his wife, has
found the time to take  frequent, extended sailing
trips and write two cruising guides to the northwest
Caribbean. The Calders’ two children, Paul and
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Pippin (aged 9 and 11), accompany them on their

expeditions. Not surprisingly, Nigel describes

himself as a “Type-A” personality, and his cruises

tend to be research trips first, with adventure and

education added bonuses.

Nigel was born and raised in England, where he

began sailing dinghies on flooded gravel pits, though

the English Channel was only an hour away. By the

age of 13, he was rebuilding old motorcycles in the

backyard. In college he salvaged cars from the

“breaker” yard to use and sell to his friends. After

college, he met his American wife-to-be, Terrie, and

they were soon crossing the North Sea aboard a

borrowed 28 – footer. After an inattentive freighter

ran them down and nearly took the transom off the

boat, Nigel started working at an automotive

assembly line, and later in a foundry, to earn more

money for repairs. Being a bit wary of the sea at

this point, he and Terrie built two steel-hulled narrow

boats for the English canal system. When they

moved to Louisiana, his mechanical experience

helped him to secure a job working on oil rigs in the

Gulf Mexico.

Oil rig work was intense and dangerous – he survived

three platform fires, was seriously burned, damaged

his back, and nearly lost his legs. A deep respect

for doing things the right way was implanted by these

experiences, and today Nigel is a leader in promoting

consistent marine quality standards. He recently

tore out all the wiring in his boat to bring it up to

American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) standards,

because he felt he couldn’t preach the gospel without

living it himself.

His cruising guides show the same attention on detail

as his mechanical books. For his Cuba guide, he

used a portable electronic chart plotter (produced

by KVH Industries) that gathers input from a GPS

and depth sounder, then records everything on a

PC. He can carry the whole rig in his 11-foot

inflatable, allowing him to survey at 10 knots. Seeing

this high-tech wizardry used by a cruiser flying the

American flag prompted a Cuban gunboat to put

the Calder family under”boat arrest” for nine days,

until permission to proceed could be received from

Havana. Despite this incident, Nigel loved Cuba and

its people. He said, “They’re unbelievably friendly.

In six months we never heard a single hostile remark.

They all differentiate between the American

government and American people.”

Nigel is a strong proponent of GPS navigation. He

admits. “In probably four years, I haven’t opened

my sextant box even to see if it’s still in there.” But,

he does log his GPS position every hour, and he

stores a spare unit in the oven to protect if from

lightning strikes. He couldn’t create his guides

without GPS. With Selective Availability turned on,

GPS positions vary enough to affect the accuracy

of the large-scale chartlets Nigel is creating-he’s

seen jumps of up to two miles at times, and he

knows of several boats that have piled up on reefs.

Surveys of the northwest Caribbean often date to

the early  19th century, and chart inaccuracies  are

a bigger problem than GPS glitches, he warns.

The research needed to produce chartlets and a

detailed guide for Cuba required an intense pace

that was difficult for Terrie and the children. Added

anxiety came from a badly damaged, variable –pitch

prop, which gave them no reverse, a particular

problem when entering uncharted reef passes. They

careened Nada, but weren’t able to make complete

repairs without the correct parts. Typical days on

the water were 12 to 16 hours long, shifting their

home-schooling schedule to odd hours when

everyone was tired. When they sailed from Louisiana

(where Nada is kept) to Guatemala and back last

winter, the memories of the difficult Cuban trip still

lingered, and Nigel now says he’d separate his work

from family cruising if both endeavors are to be

successful. For future research voyages, he’ll recruit

non-family crew to help out.
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The Calders believe successful cruising couples

must be willing to work together to find a style of

cruising that suits both partners. When he and Terrie

first set off to sail around the world in their newly

finished boat, they found disappointment in the

cramped quarters, bouts of seasickness, and

struggles to raise two babies still in diapers. After

18 difficult months in the Caribbean, they concluded

their plans would  have  to be modified before the

cruise destroyed their marriage.

Terrie loved the travel, but not the sailing and the

seasickness. Nigel wanted to sail, but found he could

get his fill with shorter jaunts and the stimulus of

writing. The schedule that evolved includes summers

and some winters at their home base in Maine, with

periodic cruises of up to six months aboard Nada.

Shorter periods away from home allow the children

to catch up in school while Nigel works full time

from his home office,. “It’s a compromise that works

for us,” he said. “it’s difficult for the children to move

in and out of the school system, Nigel says, “but

the responsibility that goes with living on a boat is

good for them.”

Nigel loves describing the expeditions he and his

family embark on every few years. Last winter’s

cruise to the northwest Caribbean covered 3,000

miles in there intense months, and was the first

step in the arduous process toward updating his

guide to the area. With Nada based near New

Orleans, the longest passage was about 600 miles

across the Gulf of Mexico-a trip the Calders have

made  16 or 17 times. They leave with a norther

blowing, so the first few days provide rough downwind

sailing before the front withers and the currents and

headwinds of the Yucatan Channel take over. The

last bit is often a motor sailing slog into nasty seas

built up by the strong current. Then they daysail

and gunkhole, including a trip up Guatemala’s Rio

Dulce. Nigel’s favorite cruising ground is the

northwest Caribbean’s Honduras, Guatemala, Belize

and Mexico. “There’s some great cruising”, he says.

“Beautiful little islands, a wonderful reef. It’s not very

crowded. Culturally, it’s really fascinating. The

Mayan culture, both past and present, provides

wonderful educational experiences for the children.”

He and Terrie discount the dangers of taking their
family into remote areas. “For years the casualty

rate in L.A. or Miami has been higher than in areas

where they’ve got intermittent civil wars,” says Nigel.

“it’s all a matter of perspective.”

When it came time to christen their boat, Nigel and

Terrie couldn’t agree on a name, so they called her

Nada (“nothing” in Spanish). The name is a great

icebreaker when dealing with Spanish-speaking

officials in the Caribbean, providing chuckles all

around. Despite her name, Nada means a lot to the
Calders. She has been a part-time home, a research

vessel, and a vehicle with which the entire family

can experience natural wonders and cultures few

people get to contact first-hand. Nada is simple,

rugged, comfortable, traditional, and safe. She suits

Nigel’s family and style of cruising. He states, “Every
time you escalate the level of complexity, you

escalate the long-term downtime for the boat, and

the cost. You can get to the point where all you’re

doing is fixing the boat. We don’t want to become

slaves to the systems on the boat.”

Nada’s systems are fairly standards, with a few

interesting twists. Nigel feels that electrics are the

source of most problems on modern cruisers. Nada

has a single, large battery bank, consisting of 8D
marine gel batteies, with a smaller engine-starting

battery isolated from the main bank. This

arrangement reduces the daily draw on the batteries,

as a percentage of the total capacity, from what it

would be were there two banks. “The greater the

depth of discharge, the shorter the battery life,” Nigel
explains. And, because the maximum charging rate

is a percentage of the total battery capacity, higher

rates can be used, reducing engine running time.

Small solar panels keep the batteries charged

when the boat’s in storage, and a wind generator
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helps when at anchor. Nigel prefers gel betteries for
the on-again off-again type of cruising he does,
because they don’t need to be monitored when the
boat is in storage for prolonged periods.

Nada’s details include reels at the bow and stern to
store nylon anchor rodes, and to save Nigel’s back,
and a large electric windlass for all the all-chain main
rode on the primary anchor. Nada was a very tender
boat, so a recent conversion from ketch to cutter rig
took over 1,000 pounds from aloft. Unfortunately,
when Nigel moved the mainmast aft to rebalance
the new sail plan, he moved it too far, increasing the
weather helm. His next big project will be to move
the mast several feet forward again. Other recent
improvements include the installation of a new diesel
and a three-bladed feathering propeller.

Nigel’s recommendation to prospective cruisers is
to find a tried-and-true boat from an established
builder who has been in business a long time. Make
sure the company not only has a good brand name,
but a continuous track record producing cruising
boats, he says. He believes even new boats should
be surveyed, and buyers should plan on upgrading
the electrical systems on most boats. He personally
prefers equipment that has been on the market for
a few years, to make sure all the bugs have been
worked out. In his opinion, “It doesn’t matter what
these people plan on the  drawing  board; once it
goes out to sea, they find  out things nobody ever
dreamed  about.”

Nigel thinks his degree in philosophy was good
training for tacking mechanical and electrical
problems. Philosophy is the application  of logic to
language, and he say, “Machines  are entirely

logical,” A great believer  in trial  and error, he says,
“You can’t learn  from books; you’ve got to do down
there  and try it as well, and you’ve got to break
something. The book can tell you what steps  to go
through, but until you’ve  actually done it, you haven’t
really learned  anything.”

Books by Nigel Calder :-  Refrigeration  for Pleasure
Boats, International Marine 1990; Marine Diesel
Engines, Second Edition, International Marine 1991;
Boatowner’s Mechanical and Electrical  Manual,
Second  Edition,  International Marine  1996; The
Cruising  Guide to the Northwest Caribbean,
International Marine 1991; Cuba: A Crusing Guide,
Imray Laurie Norie and Wilson Ltd. 1997.

Contact Nigel Calder on the Internet at : http://
www.lincoln.midcoast.com/~ncalder.

John Kettlewell is a freelance boating writer ,

editor , and photographer . He and his wife, Leslie,

have authored The Intracoastal Waterway

Chartbook and The International Marine Light List

And Waypoint Guide. A former editor for Reed’s

Nautical Almanacs of North America, Chart Kit,

and International Marine publishing, John has

cruised between Labrador and the Caribbean for

more than 20 years, including 12 years of living

aboard. His current boat is a 32-foot Marc Louis

Rifflart catamaran. John and leslie are Rear

Commodores in the Seven Seas Cruising

Association.

Source :
From Cruising World, November 1997

q
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First Person Singular
NIGEL CALDER  ON EARNING WHILE  YOU CRUISE

The Preeminent author of cruising-boat maintenance books says that it’s important to
find a niche and become an expert in that field

Nigel Calder has decades of sailing and cruising behind  him. He is widely   acknowledged as  the
world’s foremost writer on boat systems maintenance, and writes regularly for SAIL,  Cruising World,
Ocean Navigator, Professional Boatbuilder, and Yachting Monthly, among other magazines. He is the
author of six books, including Boatowner’s Mechanical and Electrical Manual, Marine Diesel Engines,
Refrigeration for Pleasure boats, The Crusing Guide to the Northwest Caribbean, and Cuba: A Cruising
Guide.

In the past decade, Nigel
Calder has earned a position
in the hearts and minds of
cruising sailors rivaling that of
Eric Hiscock or Jimmy
Cornell. He’s done so for one
simple reason…he solves
problems for us. His books
Refrigeration for Pleasure
Boats, Repairs At Sea and
Marine Diesel Engines are
standards  on cruising boats
and have guided many an
amateur mechanic through a
field repair of some valuable
piece of onboard equipment.
But his opus, Boatowner’s
Mechanical and Electrical
Manual, now in its second edition, is the single most
valuable text a sailor can take to sea on a modern
cruising boat.

Blue Water Sailing (BWS) has carried its copy tens
of thousands of miles, and just about every page is
smudged with greasy thumb prints that tell tales of
broken gear and necessary repairs. We could not
go cruising without it on board. It was cruising that
got Calder into the business of writing manuals and

guides. A veteran of many
years of Caribbean cruising,
Calder is also the author of
Cruising Guide to the
Northwest Caribbean and the
new Cuba: A Cruising Guide.
No stranger to cruising on a
shoestring, Calder’s books
and the income they generate
are the result of a need to find
a way to earn while he
cruised.

BWS :  Earning while you
cruise is an attractive idea for
many sailors. What does it
cost you and your family to
cruise in the Caribbean?

Calder :  My sense is that most people today are
cruising on about one to two thousand dollars per
month, depending on the size of their boats and
their non-boat expenses. We find that we can get
off for four months of cruising with five thousand
dollars and will come home with change in our
pockets. But that doesn’t include big expenses or the
$1,500 we spend on insurance every year. Our boat’s
now 15 years old, so lately we’ve sunk a lot of money
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into replacing systems, rigging, the engine and so
forth. These expenses would   drive up the monthly
average. For us, as  a family of four, we budget about
$12.000 per year for cruising in the western
Caribbean.

BWS : When you first took off cruising, how did
you plan to keep the cruising kitty topped up?

Calder :  I had a lot of experience as a diesel
mechanic and an electrician, so originally I thought
I would  use those skills to earn  pocket money
while we were cruising. In fact, I had  a degree in
philosophy from university, and my education was
leading me into history and geography. But I got
diverted into the mechanical side of things, which
helped out a lot when I was building my own boat.
When we first set out cruising, I carried all my tools
and even had a welding rig aboard, thinking I would
be able to pick up work. That first winter, I was ready
and willing to tackle just about any job. There was
enough work if I wanted it, but I found it difficult to
charge enough for my time. After all, other people
were on limited budgets as well. Some people are
good at this and charge what the work is worth. For
me it was hard. Then, as it happened, my book
Marine Diesel Engines began to sell well and that
filled the gaps in the cruising kitty.

BSW : What skills do you think are the best for
earning money while you are out cruising?

Calder :  The biggest thing, I think, is to have the
self confidence to have a go at things, no matter
what. But of the various skills that are in most
demand, refrigeration has to be near the top of the
list. A lot of people have problems with their
refrigeration systems in the first year or so of cruising,
and then they also have trouble when they sail their
boats into the heat to the tropics. After that, the
ability to repair diesels and outboard engines will
provide a steady stream of work and, to a lesser
degree, rigging work and repairing electronics are
services in demand by other cruising boats. Those
who can sew will find plenty of work making and
repairing ship’s canvas.

BWS : Is it possible to pay your way solely by

working as you go?

Calder :  No one should realistically expect to fund

the full crusing budget through the work they pick

up along the way. Either you have to stop and work

hard in one place at a real job for a while and put

money away, or you have to have a reasonable

cruising kitty behind you when you start. Then you

can top it up as you go with money you earn while

cruising, which can prolong the cruising life for quite

a while. First-time cruisers often quit in the first year

because they just haven’t got the kitty behind them

and can’t earn quite enough while cruising about.

BWS :  What about stopping and getting work in

foreign countries?

Calder :  That certainly is an option, although it is

hard,  if not impossible, to get working papers in

foreign countries . Sometimes you can find work

under the table, but that’s chancy. If you can work

for a multinational company or for a company at

home, then you can avoid this problem. ;It certainly

makes sense to maintain your work while you’re

away. Laptop computers and the Internet make this

kind of working arrangement much easier today than

it was a few years ago. Also with fax machines in

virtually every hotel, it is possible to communicate

quickly and to send documents back and forth from

just about anywhere.

BWS :  You’ve made freelance writing for the

magazines and writing books work for you. How did

you get started?

Calder :  In the late 1970s and early 80s, I worked

on oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico as a mechanic and

electrician. That gave me quite a lot of spare time,

so I spent it trying  my hand at writing articles. I

collected rejection slips for four years until I was

finally published by Ocean Navigator. So I got a feel

for what editors don’t want and gradually learned
what they do need. Also during that time, my wife,
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Terry, and I were building our boat, so we had a lot
of hands-on experience with boat-building
techniques, systems and gear. I built my own
refrigeration system, which didn’t work at first, and
the experience and research I did to get it to work
ended up in a little book on marine refrigeration.
That led to the commission to write Marine Diesel
Engines for International Marine, which I tackled
during our first winter away cruising in the Caribbean.
When that began to sell well, the writing business
took off.

BWS :  When did you decide to write Boat Owner’s
Mechanical And Electrical Manual?

Calder :  The idea for the book has been on the
table for a while, and the editor at International
Marine, Jon Eaton, wanted to go ahead with it. I
knew it was going to be a huge project, so I thought
about if for a while. Then, the time seemed right to
go ahead, so I accepted the commission and spent
the next two years doing research and writing the
text. It’s funny, now, when we’re out cruising, people
we meet along the way often ask for help with a
mechanical problem and expect that I’ll have all the
information in the book in my memory. Unfortunately,
it doesn’t  work that way. There’s just too much to
remember . So when I’m helping people out, my
first question is always, ‘Do you have the Manual
aboard so we can refer to it?” Luckily, cruising sailors
often do. The book has sold more than 70,000
copies since it was published, and the second
edition is  selling well, too.

BWS :  What advice can you give to those who aspire
to earn money for the cruising kitty by writing?

Calder :  First of all, it certainly is possible to earn
something from your writing while you are away
cruising, but it is rare to be able to earn enough to
live on. It is important to find a niche and become
an expert in that field. I took up the technical niche
and found that it worked for me because I have a lot

of practical, technical experience and can write about
it. As you try to establish yourself with the editors
who are buying articles and book idea, it’s important
to establish a reputation for being accurate and
reliable. The last thing you want to do is get an
editor in trouble because of an obvious error in your
article. It’s important, also, to be consistent and
businesslike. And, naturally, you have to turn in
complete, well-thought-out manuscripts that are
clear and easy to read.

BWS : What niches can you see in the marine field
that might offer opportunities for freelance writers?

Calder :  In the marine field, practical and technical
subjects are always in demand. Technical books
almost always  sell better than cruising stories, and
in the magazines there are often more technical
articles than news or first person stories. The
women’s angle hasn’t really been made into a niche
and I think it could be. Also, photography is an
option. There is always a need for cruising shots
and there is also a market for good technical
photography of gear, equipment an so forth.

BWS :  What about writing for other markets?

Calder :  Well, for cruising sailors, The National
Geographic is the ultimate. But that’s really hard to
get into. There are lots of travel magazines, however,
that need stories. Also, the travel sections of
newspapers use a lot of freelance material, but these
are not easy to get into. It’s important to set up any
freelance work before you sail away, because  once
you’re out there you’ll have a hard time finding out
what editors-the ones who are buying – really need.

Blue Water Sailing (BWS)
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An Interview With Nigel Clader
A Prolific Author , BBC Comment ator and Magazine Editor

Nigel Calder served his apprenticeship as a science writer on the original staff of the magazine New
Scientist, and became its editor, 1962-66, Since then he has worked  as an independent author and TV
scriptwriter. He won the UNESCO Kalinga Prize for his work for the BBC in a long succession of
‘science specials’, with accompanying books. Examples are Violent Universe, Restless Earth and The
Comet is Coming! The original  version of Einstein’s Universe accompanied a BBC-WGBH documentary
with the same title, scripted by Calder and featuring leading scientists together with the actor Peter
Ustinov. Calder continues to report from the frontiers of research, and his most recent book is a
comprehensive guide  to modern science, called Magic Universe (2003). It was short listed for the
Aventis Prize for Science Books.

Nigel Calder , former editor of the New Scientist and author of innumerable books and
articles on science, including The Chilling Stars, in conversation with Pan Pantziarka.

London Book Review (L BR) : Do you think there
has been a change in the debate on climate change
recently? Is there a greater willingness to entertain
alternative views on the causes of climate  change?

Nigel Calder (NC) :  A local victory for free speech
has occurred in the BBC, where an internal report
on impartiality (June 2007) picked out climate
change as a subject where dissenting voices really
should be heard. That verdict is already having some
effect, although BBC reporters still tend to assume
that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
must be right. More generally there’s contrast
between a hardening of attitudes on the part of the
scientists, politicians and journalists in the ‘man-
made global warming’ camp, which contrasts with
more open skepticism among the general public.
One reason for the latter may be horror fatigue, about
all the scare stores. Another is a suspicion that
politicians are glad of a new excuse to raise taxes.
But most importantly there is plain common sense
about the weather’s variability. If you’re told that a
warm UK April 2007 is foretaste of hotter times to
come, you cannot but ask what a cold and wet June

Portends. And while some of the media and
greenhouse scientists have fiercely attacked The
Chilling Stars and Henrik Svensmark’s theory, I’ve
not heard a single complaint from friends, or friends
of friends. It was the same when I appeared in the
Channel 4 documentary ‘The Great Global Warming
Swindle’.

LBR :  Given the controversy over ‘The Great Global
Warming Swindle?, do you think your decision to
take part was a wise one?

NC : Yes I was in distinguished company with a
string of prominent scientists to demonstrate that
critics of the man-made warming hypothesis are not
just a bunch of crackpots. There’s been almost no
attempt to rebut what we interviewees said
individually and criticism were focused on some
linking narrations and explanatory animations, which
some of us might have scripted a bit differently. By
the way, AI Gore’s movie ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ is
applauded by greenhouse scientists even though
they know it contains misleading statements. To
be inaccurate in a politically correct cause seems
to be OK in their ethos.
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LBR : Do you think that the idea of a scientific
‘consensus’ on climate change in now so firmly
entrenched that it can’t be shifted?

NC : The idea of a settled consensus is alien to
productive science. In any branch of research that
isn’t moribund, battles rage between the entrenched
bigwigs and their cronies, versus others who
challenge their hypotheses. What makes science
so valuable for our species is that eventually errors
are corrected and ideas shift. But that can be a
slow and painful process taking 10-20 years. In the
case of climate science, control of public research
funding by the ‘consensus’ makes life difficult for
the likes of Henrik Svensmark. Mother Nature may
speed the change of heart if, as some of us half-
expect, the next few years bring evidence of global
cooling. Did you hear that on 9  July Buenos Aires
had its first significant snowfall since 1918?

LBR : What kind of empirical evidence do you think
would be needed to prove the theory that
anthropogenic CO2 emissions cause global
warming?

NC : It’s likely that CO2 has some warming effect,
but real proof of that hypothesis is tricky. You have
to confirm by observation exactly how the CO2
changes the situation at different altitudes in the
atmosphere and in different regions of the world.
For example, CO2 is supposed to warm the upper
air faster than the surface, but the measurements
don’t show that happening. When the CO2 effect is
eventually pinned down, it will probably turn out to
be weaker and much less worrisome than predicted
by the global warming theorists.

LBR :  How do you respond to the paper by
Lockwood and Froehlich, which claims to
comprehensively ‘settle the debate’ on the cosmic
ray hypothesis you describe in the Chilling Stars?

NC : How often we’ve heard it before, that the debate
has been settled! But this is an interesting case
because these scientists accept that the Sun has
played a big part in climate change over hundreds
and thousands of years, just as we explain in the
book. They even allow that it was involved in the
warming in much of the 20th Century. And when

Lockwood and Froehlich go on to say that the
intensification of solar activity seen in the past
hundred years has now ended, we don’t disagree
with that. We part company only when they say
that temperatures have gone on shooting up, so that
the recent rise can’t have anything to do with the
Sun, or with cosmic rays modulated by the Sun. In
reality global temperatures have stopped rising. Data
for both the surface and the lower air show no warming
since 1999. That makes no sense by the hypothesis
of global warming driven mainly by CO2, because
the amount of CO2 in the air has gone on increasing.
But the fact that the Sun is beginning to neglect its
climatic duty-of batting away the cosmic rays that
come from ‘the chilling stars’-fits beautifully with this
apparent end of global warming.

LBR :  How can non-scientists make any sense of
the competing theories being proposed, when even
the observational evidence is being disputed?

NC : Forget the politics, if you can , and remember
that, at the cutting edge of discovery, scientists are
no more certain about what’s really going on than
men or women in the street. When a new finding is
really surprising it falls outside the scope of existing
curricula. There are neither textbooks nor highly
trained people around, to be aloof in their specialist
expertise. In such cases the discoverers sometimes
short-circuit the academic process and take their
discoveries to the general public as quickly and as
directly as possible. Galileo, Darwin and Einstein
all did that. They flattered their readers’ intelligence
as well as enlightening them, and let them make up
their own minds about whether to believe the new
stories. It’s in that long tradition that Henrik
Svensmark and I present in plain language Henrik’s
astonishing realization that our everyday clouds take
their orders from the Sun and the stars. We’re
entirely happy that our readers, whether scientists
or non-scientists, should weigh the arguments and
form their own opinions, for or against us.

Source :  London Book Review 2007
Published : July 16, 2007

q
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Simon Calder
A Brief Biographical Sketch

[Born 25 December 1955 in Crawley , West Sussex, is an English T ravel W riter ,
currently the T ravel Editor for The Independent  newsp aper].

Son of Science Wirter Nigel Calder & Grand Son of Late Lord Peter
Ritchie Calder , both Kalinga Priz Laureates

Simon Calder; is an experienced travel journalist, author and presenter and makes frequent appearances
on TV and radio.

He regularly contributes to the Holidays Programme on BBC1 answering viewers travel questions and
offering suggestions for the perfect holiday.

Simon’s the travel correspondent for The Independent newspaper and has written several successful
travel guides, as well as regularly commenting on travel issues for national and local radio and TV
stations.

Fortunately for us, Simon’s on hand every Saturday afternoon on Classic FM to take listeners on
Classical Journeys through Europe and suggests the perfect sound track so you can enjoy the very
best music while taking in the scenery.

Calder is the son of science writer Nigel Calder and

the grandson of the late Lord Peter Ritchie Calder.

In 1961, Calder joined the Woodcraft Folk (http://

www.woodcraft.org.uk/), an took his first independent

trip with the group to the Lake District. That same

year after the USSR sent nuclear warheads to Cuba,

Calder’s parents decided that with Gatwick airport

only two miles away they were in the line of a

potential Soviet target. The family moved to Guernsey

in the Channel Islands, for a short holiday  while the

danger passed. The school he attended compulsory

taught Russian, which Calder comments was not

useful on regular school and family trips to France.

Calder’s first job was a cleaner for British Airways

at Gatwick, and later as a security guard. He bagan

during this period writing budget travel guidebooks,

starting with the “Hitch-hiker’s Manual: Britain.” He



15

Glossary on Kalinga Prize Laureates

later studied for a degree in Mathematics at

University of Warwick, while also perfecting his love

of Hitchhiking around Europe. At one point he was

the holder of the record for the quickest hitchhike

between Land’s End and John o’ Groats[1].

After University, Calder wrote several books and

series of guides including the “Traveller’s Survival

Kit” series and “Backpacks, Boots and Baguettes.”

His first broadcast as a travel expert was on Simon

Bates program “Studio B15” on BBC Radio 1 in

1980[2]. Calder became travel editor for The

Independent in 1994, and shortly afterwards began

presenting for BBC 2’s “Travel show” until the

programme ended in 1999, and continues to

contribute to various BBC programs including

“Holiday” and co-hosting “Departure Lounge.” Calder

regularly comments on as an expert on travel issues

for national  and local BBC radio and TV stations,

present “747” on  BBC Radio 5,  and presents one-

off travel programes for BBC Radio 4. He also

presents a Saturday afternoon program on Classic

FM called “Classical Journey.”

Personal life :

Calder married Charlotte in Las Vegas in 1997[3].

Their first daughter, Daisy, was born in 2000; the

second, Poppy, in 2003.

His favorite composer is Bach[4]

Trivia :

In September 2005, motoring journalist Jeremy

Clarkson caused offence by referring to Calder as

‘that chap who looks like a cross between CNN’s

Richard Quest and Professor Stephen Hawking’.

References :

1. http://www.vacationwork.co.uk/calder.php

2. h t t p : / / w w w . c l a s s i c f m . c o m /

sectional.asp?id=9440

3. http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/ezine/

nov2006/las_vegas_destination.aspx

4. h t t p : / / w w w . c l a s s i c f m . c o m /

sectional.as?id=9440

External links :

¾ Simon Calder’s personal website (http://

www.simoncalder.com/)

¾ Simon Calder (http://www.imdb.com/name/

nm2173751/) at the Internet Movie Database

¾ Bio at Classic FM (http://www.classicfm.com/

sectional.asp?id=9440)

Source :

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Calder

q
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The Life & T ravelling T imes of Simon Calder ,
Independent T raveller , Travel W riter and Broadcaster

We 21st – century travelers are extraordinarily lucky to be able to see so much of the world in safety,
given that in previous centuries most people travelled only for war or pilgrimage (sometimes, unhappily,
both at the same time). These days, the main reason to travel is to meet people in peace.

And the best way to do that is to travel in a way that does not isolate you from the host community. In
general, the thickness of the mattress is in inverse proportion to the proximity of the people.

So the cheaper you travel, the closer you get. At the Independent, I have the title “The man who pays his
way” because I don’t accept free transport or accommodation from the travel trade. This may strike you
as pious baloney, but one indisputable effect is that I tend to meet a lot of very interesting folk. The
people with the best stories to tell live life in the cheap seats.

Simon Calder owes his love of travel to his parents-
and in particular their decision to move to Crawley,
a new town in Sussex. He has born beside the A23
on Christmas Day, 1955. By the time he was six,
he realized that there was very probably more to life
than this. Fortunately, that summer he joined the
Woodcraft Folk (www.woodcraft.org.uk.). They
promptly organized a camping trip to the Lake
District, and Simon was hooked.

Later that same year….the USSR decided to send
some nuclear warheads to Cuba, President Kennedy
threatened retaliation and Simon’s parents realized
that Gatwick airport, two miles away,  was in the
line of Soviet fire. So they took the family to Gatwick,
and boarded a plane to Guernsey in the Channel
Islands. Simon has been grateful to Fidel Castro
ever since.
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The next significant age was 13, when he (Simon,
not Fidel) travelled abroad for the first time, on a
school day trip to Dieppe in northern France;
unfortunately, learning Russian, not French, was
compulsory at his school, so communication was
tricky. He also learned the fine art of free travel by
starting to hitch-hike. More than three decades later,
he is still thumbing his way around the world,
augmented by cycling.

Simon’s first job was a clearer for British Airways at
Gatwick airport. He later worked as a security guard
frisking passengers. It was during the long gaps
between flights (this was a while ago) that he began
to write budget travel guidebooks, starting with the
Hitch-hiker’s Manual Britain. When not frisking or
writing, Simon was reading Mathematics at Warwick
University.

He became travel editor for The Independent in 1994,
and shortly afterwards began presenting for BBC-
2’s Travel Show, until the programme ended in 1999.
He now contributes to the Holiday programme on
BBC-1. He regularly comments on travel issues for
national and local BBC radio and TV stations, and
presents one – off travel programmes for BBC Radio 4.

In 1997 Simon married Charlotte in Las Vegas. Their
first daughter, Daisy, was born in 2000; the second,
Poppy, in 2003.

l l l l l Favourite Country : Scotland

l l l l l Favourite City : Mumbai (Bombay)

l l l l l Favourite Natural : Copper Canyon, Mexico
     Feature

l l l l l Favourite Bus Ride : Number 11, from
Liverpoll Street Station
to World’s End in
London

l l l l l Favourite T ravel Song : Route 66

l l l l l Favourite T rain Journey : Petit Train Jaune
in the French
Pyrenees

l l l l l Top Travel T ip : Smile

q
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Nigel Calder : Books on Nigel Calder

1. Einstein’s Universe
ISBN : 0517385708
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Wings Books Copyright
Edition : Special Value
Format : Hardcover

2. Technopolis
ISBN : 0671210629
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Fireside
Format : Paperback

3. Boatowner’s Mechanical & Electrical
Manual :  How to Maint ain, Rep air, and
Improve Your Boat’ s Essential Systems
ISBN : 007009618X
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher: Camden, ME: International Marine/
Ragged Mountain Press,
Format : Hardcover

4. How to Read a Nautical Chart : A Complete
Guide to the Symbols, Abbreviations, and
Data Displayed on Nautical Charts
ISBN : 0071376151
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Paperback

5. Nuclear Nightmares
ISBN : 0140058672
Author : Nigle Calder
Publisher : Penguin Books,
Format : softcover

6. Marine Diesel Engines : Maintenance,
Troubleshooting, and Rep air
ISBN : 0070096120
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Hardcover

7. Nigel Calder’s Cruising Handbook : A
Compendium for Coastal an Offshore
Sailors
ISBN : 0071350993
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Hardcover

8. The mind of man: An investigation into
current research on the brain and human
nature
ISBN : 0670476404
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking
Format : hardcover

9. Marine Diesel Engines : Maintenance,
Troubleshooting, and Rep air
ISBN : 087742313X
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : International Marine Publishing 1992
Format : hardcover

10. The Restless Earth : A Report on the New
Geology
ISBN : 0670595306
Author : Calder, Nigel
Publisher : New York, NY, U.S.A.: Viking
Penguin,
Format : Hardcover

11. Refrigeration for Pleasureboats :
Installation, Maintenance and Repair
ISBN : 0071579982
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Hardcover

12. Magic Universe, The Oxford Guide to
Modern Science
ISBN : 0198507925
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Hardcover
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13. Weather Machine
ISBN : 0140044892
Author : Nigel Calder

14. Cuba : A Cruising Guide
ISBN : 0852883706
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Paperback

15. The Key to the universe : A report on the
new physics
ISBN : 0563170913
Author : Nigel Calder

16. 1984 and Beyond
ISBN : 067051389X
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking Press,
Format : hardcover

17. The English Channel
ISBN : 0670800228
Author : Calder, Nigel
Format : hardcover

18. Violent universe : An eyewitness account
of the new astronomy
ISBN : 0670747203
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking Press 1/1/
Format : hardcover

19. The key  to the universe : A report on the
new physics
ISBN : 0670412708
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking Press 1/1/
Format : hardcover

20. The Comet is Coming!
ISBN : 0670232165
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking Press 1/1/
Format : hardcover

21. Repairs at Sea (Seamanship Series)
ISBN : 0877422494
Author : Nigel Calder

22. Boat Owner’s Mechanical and Electrical
Manual : How to Maintain, Repair and
Improve Your Boat’ s Essential Systems
ISBN : 0713632518
Author : Nigel Calder

23. Timescale : An Atlas of the Fourth
Dimension
ISBN : 0670715719
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking (US),
Format : hardcover

24. Einstein’s Universe : A Guide to the Theory
of Relativity (Penguin Science)
ISBN : 0140135162
Author : Nigel Calder
Format : Paperback

25. Nuclear Nightmares : An Investigation into
Possible Wars
ISBN : 0670518204
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Penguin USA 8/1/
Format : hardcover

26. The weather machine
ISBN : 0670754250
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher : Viking Press 1/1/
Format : Softcover

27. 1984 and Beyond
ISBN : 0140072888
Author : Nigel Calder

28. The English Channel
ISBN : 0140101314
Author : Nigel Calder

29. Life Game
ISBN : 0440347688
Author : Nigel Calder

30. The Green Machines
ISBN : 0399131760
Author : Nigel Calder
Publisher  : New York, NY, U.S.A.: Penguine
Putnam Books for Young Readers,
Format : hardcover
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31. The environment game (Panther science)
ISBN : 0586027254

Author : Nigel Calder

32. Restless Earth
ISBN : 0140049029

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : London Future Publicaitons

Format : softcover

33. Einstein’s Universe
ISBN : 0670290769

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : Viking Press 1/1/

Format : hardcover

34. Comets : Speculation and Discovery

ISBN : 0486278794

Author : Nigel Calder

Format : Paperback

35. Technoplis : Social control of the uses of
science
ISBN : 0261621262

Author : Nigel Calder

36. Mind of Man

ISBN : 0670003638

Author : Nigel Calder

37. Nature in the round : A guide to
environmental science
ISBN : 0670504742

Author : Nigel Calder

38. The Comet is coming : The Ferverish

Legacy of Mr . Halley
ISBN : 0140060693

Author : Nigel Calder

Publisher : Penguin USA (P) 4/1/

Format : softcover

39. Der Zukunft eine Chance – Die
biotechnische Herausforderung
ISBN : 354834593X

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : Frankfurt/Berlin: Ullstein Verlag.

Format : Softcover

40. Technopolis
ISBN : 0671204963

Author : Nigel Calder

Publisher : Simon & Schuster 7/13/

Format : hardcover

41. The comet is coming : The ferverish legacy

of Mr . Halley
ISBN : 0880290471

Author : Nigel Calder

Publisher : Dorset Press

Format : hardcover

42. EINSTEIN’S UNIVERSE

ISBN : 0563175923

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : London : BBC,

Format : hardcover

43. The life Game : Evolution and the New
Biology

ISBN : 0670427985

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : New York : Viking Press,

Format : hardcover

q
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REVIEW OF BOOKS

ON

NIGEL CALDER

The Boatowner ’s Mechanical
and Electrical Manual
How to Maint ain, Rep air, and Improve Your
Boat’ s Essential Systems

2nd Edition by Nigel Calder

This is an exhaustive, and in places exhausting
book. It is also authoritative and well illustrated. In
places it is quite technical with many tables and
graphs. You can learn more than you will ever need
to know about deep cycle batteries and wiring sizes.
There are two main uses for this 600 page book :
fixing problems once you’ve got them and installing
and maintaining systems so that you won’t get them.

The book covers electrics and electronics, diesel
engines, plumbing, fridges and stoves, steering,
spares and rigging, roller reefing, deck gear. For
problem solving there are twenty-eight
troubleshooting charts in the book, mainly covering
electrical and diesel problems. The charts are in
the form of questions, if you answer yes to a question
then a fix is given for your problem. If no, then you
move down to the next question. eg: for overheating
on startup:

Is water coming from the raw-water discharge?
Yes-then check the coolant level.
No-is the seacock closed “(and so on)

In addition to these useful charts, which are indexed
separately, there are subsections detailing the
problems that are likely to occur with the device in
question, such as a windlass or a wind generator,
these give you an idea of general maintenance and

what to look out for when using a piece of kit. Read
these sections and you could save yourself a lot of
trouble. In the appendices there are also suggested
lists for tool boxes and spare parts, winterizing and
freeing frozen fasteners.

The other use for the book is in installing systems,
and it is here that it can become a cure for insomnia.
Calder has the laudable aim of trying to get you to
understand the issues involved in marine systems,
rather than just telling you that you should ‘do it
this way’. So, in the roller reefing section, it does
not just say ‘toggle the bottom of the drum to the
bow like a universal joint’, it gives you four
photographs an several paragraphs of text to show
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you the rights and wrongs of attaching the lower
end of the reefing system to the boat. It is in this
detail that the American origin of the book can be
most intrusive, as much of the information given uses
US terms and measurements. The wiring section is
very comprehensive, and Calder has made
considerable efforts to put in tables relevant to the
UK, but the wiring described is to American
standards and the colour codings and terms used
hot and red instead of live and brown for example.
That said the ABYC standards would form a good
basis for an installation.

The best book we’ve seen for dealing with electrics

and mechanics on boats. Don’t let the Americanisms

put you off.
by

Adlard Coles
Nautical

35 Bedford Row
London WCIR 4JH

Regardless of your skill level, Boatowner’s

Mechanical and Electrical Manual makes boat

maintenance and repair fast, fun and easy! Hundreds

of tips and techniques for maintaining,

troubleshooting and fixing every working part and

system on your boat-all clearly explained in step

by –step detail. How to make sure your boat’s

electrical system provides all the power you need;

Common and little known tips for keeping your

batteries and charging system safe and trouble-free;

Simple test procedures for grounding circuits on

boats; Best way to prevent galvanic corrosion on

newly installed equipment; Easy, reliable way to

make sure your inverter can handle peak AC

appliance load; Often overlooked preventive

maintenance for diesel engines. What to do right

after start-up, while in use and at regular intervals

during  the season to ensure years of trouble-free

boating; 8-point troubleshooting procedure for poor

pickup; How to replace a transmission output-shaft

oil seal. 5 simple steps to stop loss of transmission

oil;…

Marine Diesel Engines

By

Nigel Calder $24.95

If you own a small marine diesel engine that you

depend on-at least occasionally-this book was

written for you. Nigel Calder, a diesel mechanic of

many years’ experience, a good writer, and
perceptive teacher, has written a guide that is clear,

logical, and actually interesting. A boatowner born

with a monkey wrench in his hand will find Marine

Diesel Engines useful and agreeable; a mechanical

illiterate will find it a godsend. Here in nine

extensively illustrated chapters is everything you
need to keep your diesel engine running cleanly and

efficiently-saving you a world of frustration,

discomfort, and even peril, not to mention time-and-

a-half weekend mechanics’ charges. “One of the

best books on marine diesels to appear in some

time.” – Ocean Navigator. “The most up-to date and
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readable book we’ve seen on the subject.” – Sailing

World. “Even if you never intend to put a spanner

near your engine, and know your mechanic’s home

phone number by hear, this book deserves a place

on any diesel-powered boat.”...

How to Read a Nautical Chart

By

Nigel Calder $14.95
A PAPERBACK ORIGINAL

The best handbook on chart usage, form one
of the most trusted names in boating

In 2000, the U.S. government ceased publication of
Chart No. 1, the invaluable little book that
generations of mariners have consulted to make
sense of the complex system of signs, symbols,
and graphic elements used in nautical charts. Now
Chart No. 1 is not just reborn but expanded and
improved in How to Read a Nautical Chart. The
demand for a book like this has never been greater.

Arranged and edited by Nigel Calder, one of today’s
most respected boating authors, and containing four-
color illustrations throughout, How to Read a Nautical
Chart presents a number of original features that
help readers make optimum use of the data found
in Chart No. 1, including a more intuitive format,
crucial background information, international chart
symbol equivalents, electronic chart symbology, and
thorough explanations of the practical aspects of
nautical chart reading.

Nigel Calder ’s
Cruising Handbook:

A Compendium for Costal and
Offshore Sailors $49.95

The most comprehensive and helpful guide
ever written for selecting and equipping a
cruising sailboat

Whether you’re a coastal or offshore cruiser, you’ll
find your most pressing concerns treated with the
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know-how that makes for skillful, confident cruising
in Nigel Calder’s Cruising Handbook. The author-
one of the most respected marine how-to authors
on either side of the Atlantic, and author of the
universally admired Boatowner’s Mechanical and
Electrical Manual, - walks you through all key
technical and practical aspects of modern cruising
systems and equipment, providing you with a
summary of the skills necessary for safe, enjoyable
sailing.

The first half of the book includes an easy-to-use
tabular method for evaluating a boat’s suitability for
cruising; ideas for workable deck and interior lay-
outs and organization; how to choose and configure
suitable boat systems for cruising; and how to install
gear for trouble free operation .

The book’s second half teaches you boat handling
skills; core navigational expertise; anchoring
techniques; weather understanding; heavy weather
expertise; and specific skills for long term and long
distance cruising.

SYNOPSIS

“The indispensable crew. No boat should sail

without Calder aboard.” – Paul Gelder, Yachting

Monthly

This handbook shows you not only how to select

and equip a boat for coastal and offshore

cruising, but also how to sail and navigate it.

Covering all this in one volume is a monumental

task, one not attempted since the pioneers of

blue-water voyaging wrote the first generation of

cruising bibles decades ago. Since that simpler,

more Spartan era, the typical cruising sailboat

has become faster and more comfortable, but

also more complex. Even as they’ve made

distant horizons more reachable, the marvels of

modern technology have paradoxically raised

the ante on the entry-level skills required for

cruising. Small wonder then that books about

boat handling and seamanship have little to say

about the special demands of cruising, while

books about-cruising presuppose a mastery of

the fundamentals of seamanship and navigation.

Nigel Calder’s Cruising Handbook presupposes

nothing. It sifts through, organizes, and makes

sense of the hundred disciplines of the cruising

avocation. It will help you through your first

coastal hop or your umpteenth offshore passage.

Here you will find.

n Comprehensive coverage of cruising

sailboat design

n The elements of a comfortable interior and

a workable deck presented in depth.

n The background you need to decide which

of today’s technological advancements

may detract from rather than add to your

cruising enjoyment.

n Thorough coverage of cruising skills, from

boat handling to transoceanic voyaging

n Fresh wrinkles for even the most

experienced sailors

Compiling in one volume all the knowledge

needed for successful cruising under sail, Nigel

Calder’s Cruising Handbook provides an

inestimable service for sailors. There is nothing

else like it.

“It you were shipwrecked on a desert island an

could choose only one book to help get you off,

this is the book.” – Petience Wales, Editor, SAIL
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Einstein’ s Universe

By

Nigel Calder $7.99

This brilliantly written book unlocks the astounding
implications of Einstein’s revolutionary theories on
the nature of science, time and motion. It far
surpasses any previous explanation of Relativity for
laymen.

Refrigeration for
Pleasureboats

By
Nigel Calder $27.95

You’ve just spent a day on the water under a
sweltering sun. You sit back, enjoying the seclusion
of a remote anchorage, lulled by the rattle of ice in
your cold drink. A pretty picture, but a rare one
aboard cruising boats.

A house is never without its utility umbrella, but when
you pull your boat’s shore-power plug you’re on your
own. Even good refrigeration systems use a lot of
energy. And bad ones? Erase those ice cubes from
your tropical fantasy.

Refrigeration for Pleasureboats explains how the
cruising sailor can acquire the amenities – even the
necessities – of an efficient onboard refrigeration
system. Whether you’re off for two days or two
years, you must balance the highest possible
cooling capacity with the lowest possible energy
consumption. Calder explains clearly and logically
how an why refrigeration components work, how to
keep them working efficiently and economically, and
what to look for when something goes wrong.

Boat refrigeration systems are phenomenally
expensive. A modest refrigerator / …
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Magic Universe,
The Oxford Guide to

Modern Science
By

Nigel Calder $40.00

Format : Hardcover, 756 pages

Usually arrives within : 6-11 days*

Quantity Available : 36

Condition : New

Author : Calder, Nigel

Publisher : Oxford University
Press, December 2003

ISBN : 0198507925

Dimensions : 24.74 x 17.22 x 6.22
centimetres (1.40 kg)

As a prolific author, BBC commentator, and

magazine editor, Nigel Calder has spent a lifetime

spotting and explaining the big discoveries in all

branches of science . In Magic Universe, he draws

on his vast experience to offer readers a lively, far-

reaching look at modern science in all its glory,

shedding light on the latest ideas in physics, biology,

chemistry, medicine, astronomy, and many other

fields. What is truly magical about Magic Universe

is Calder’s incredible breadth. Migrating birds, light

sensors in the human eye, black holes, antimatter,

buckyballs and nanotubes-with exhilarating sweep,

Calder can range from the strings of a piano to the

super strings of modern physics, from Pythagoras’s

theory of musical pitch to the most recent ideas

about atoms and gravity and a ten-dimensional

universe- all in one essay. The great virtue of this

wide-ranging style-besides it liveliness and

versatility-is that it allows Calder to illuminate how

the modern sciences intermingle and cross-fertilize

one another. Indeed, whether discussing astronauts

or handedness or dinosaurs, Calder manages to

tease out hidden connections between disparate

fields of study. What is most wondrous about the

“magic universe” is that one can begin with stellar

dust and finish with life itself. Drawing on interviews

with more than 200 researchers, from graduate

students to Nobel prize-winners, Magic Universe

takes us on a high-spirited tour though the halls of

science, one that will enthrall everyone interested

in science, whether a young researcher in a high-

tech lab or an amateur buff sitting in the comfort of

an armchair.
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The Chilling Stars :
A New  Theory of

Climate Change

By
Henrik Svensmark

& Nigel Calder

Keywords : Climate change, global warming,
science, science policy

Title : The Chilling Stars

Author : Henrik Svensmark and Nigel
Calder

Publisher : Icon Books/Totem Books

ISBN : 1840468157

Despite the claims of some politicians and

scientists, the science of climate change is far from

settled. While the mainstream seems to have

accepted that global warming is real and that it is

caused mainly by man – made carbon dioxide (CO2)

emissions, there are many scientist who dispute

what is still a speculative theory that depends

heavily on mathematical models rather than solid

theoretical understanding and empirical evidence.

However, the political climate is such that discussion

of these issues is difficult, and those who dispute

the official position (as exemplified by the IPCC

Summary Reports) are likely to be attacked as

‘climate change deniers’ (note the deliberate allusion

to ‘holocaust deniers’).

For those who accept that global warming is taking

place, there are a number of alternative theories as

to the causes. One of the leading alternative theories

is that proposed by Danish physicists Henrik

Svensmark and Eigil Friis-Christensen, which

suggests that it is variations in cloud cover that have

a large effect on climate, and that clouds are seeded

by cosmic rays, which are in turn influenced by the

Sun’s magnetic field.

In ‘The Chilling Stars’, science writer Nigel Calder

and Henrik Svensmark present the first popular

exposition of the theory. In doing so they present

not just the bare bones of the theory, but also show

how it can explain both past climate events and the

present situation . In particular the authors make

sure that a whole range of supporting evidence is

used to establish historical climate trends (including

events such as the Medieval Warm Period and the

Little Ice Age) and to tie this in with records of solar

activity.

As well as presenting the correlation between the

historical climate record and solar activity, there is

also an explanation of the physical process by which

cosmic rays kick-start cloud formation. The theory
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is explained clearly, along with details of the

experimental evidence used to support it. There is

also a clear explanation of how  the electromagnetic

activity of the sun controls the rate at which cosmic

rays reach the earth.

While it’s Svensmark’s theory that is at the heart of

the book, much of the supporting evidence comes

from other researchers and scientists. The work of

Nir Shaviv, Jan Veizer and others is also mentioned

in some detail, illustrating both the cross-disciplinary

nature of the theory-which takes in cosmology,

particle physics, paleoclimatology an meteorology-

and the fact that there is a degree of support for the

theory from a range of academics working in different

countries and different fields.

Given the controversial nature of the subject, it would

have been easy to write this book as a piece of

scientific polemic. But on the whole, the emphasis

is more on the merits of the theory –which

Svensmark calls cosmoclimatology – than on

politics and polemics. In some respects more could

have been made of this, but it’s clear that the authors

were more intent on making a case for the theory

rather than in explicitly attacking the ‘consensus’

view.

For those who believe that the argument about the

causes of climate change have been settled may

find this a difficult book to read. But those who retain

an open mind may find this an interesting read, even

if it is only to confirm that the science is far from

being settled.

q
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Photographs of Some the Books

Written by Nigel Calder
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Nigel Calder with Family Members


