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UNESCO KALINGA PRIZE WINNER – 1991
Prof. Radu Iftimovici

One of the Leading Authors of
Science Popularisation Literature in Romania,

A Well-known Playwright
&

A Famous Virologist.
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Mr President of the General Conference,
Mr Chairman of the Executive Board,
Members of the Executive Board,
Distinguished Prize-Winners,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As has become the tradition in General  Conference years, we meet today for the award of the UNESCO

Science prizes while the Conference itself is in session. It is appropriate that we should do so in the room
where Commission III is currently pursuing its deliberations on UNESCO’s science programmes for the
1992-1993 biennium.

The presentation of UNESCO’s science awards today is a somewhat special occasion: to the four prizes
usually awarded (the Kalinga Prize, UNESCO Science Prize, Carlos J. Finlay Prize, Javed Husain Prize
for Young Scientists) is now added a new prize- the sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental Preservation.

Let us begin today’s ceremony with this new UNESCO award.

Excellencies,
Ladies fand Gentlemen,

I now turn to the Kalinga Prize for the Popularization of Science, established by UNESCO forty years ago
in 1951 on the initiative of Mr Biju Patnaik, the founder and chairman of the Kalinga Foundation Trust in the
state of Orissa, India, to whom I wish to pay tribute. This international award, presented each year by
UNESCO to a person with a distinguished career of service in the interpretation of science and research to
a wide public, carries with it a sum of money granted by the Kalinga Foundation Trust.

The Kalinga Prize is unique in that it honours not scientific research itself but rather the work of those who
make science comprehensible to the general public. At a time when knowledge is becoming increasingly
specialized and fragmented and when promotion of the integrity and accessibility of knowledge is therefore
more essential than ever for informed moral and social choice, the importance of such scientific popularization
can scarcely be overemphasized.

This prize has already been awarded to a most distinguished series of recipients including Louis de
Broglie (who became the first laureate of the Kalinga Prize in 1952), Julian Huxley, Konrad Lorenz and
Bertrand Russell, who have helped lend this award its special prestige.

Today, we honour the winners of the Kalinga Prize for 1990 and 1991.

I come now to The Kalinga Prize for 1991, which is  shared by two scientists:  Dr Narender K. Sehgal from
India and Dr Radu Iftimovici from Romania, both of whom have the rare gift of making advanced knowledge
accessible to all.

Dr Radu Iftimovici, from Romania, who is chief scientific researcher at the Institute of Virology of the
Romanian Academy, has a long-standing interest and involvement in the popularization of science. For
nearly 30 years, he has been engaged – through books, articles, television and cinema films, radio
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programmes and theatre plays – in propagating scientific and technological culture, extending from his
field or special competence to a number of neighbouring scientific fields.

He is currently one of the leading authors of science popularization literature in Romania. He has written
eleven books dealing with topics such as viruses, test-tube babies, contemporary biology and medicine,
as well as the lives of eminent scientists and historians. His books and stories are entertainingly written
while scrupulously respecting the scientific facts. Through his work, Dr Iftimovici has succeeded in
communicating to a vast public in Romania the main problems and issues of contemporary biology and
medicine. He is a member of the Union of Writers of Romania.

In addition to writing scientific books and articles, Dr Iftimovici is also a well-known playwright in his
country. The theatres of Romania have performed five of his plays, which recount the life and work of such
scientists as Niels Bohr, Enrico Fermi and Pasteur. He has furthermore been responsible for producing
from 1972-1988 a TV series of forty-two episodes, broadcast by Romanian television, on the life and work
of famous scientists.

In addition to all these science popularization activities, Dr Iftimovici is also a well-known playwright in his
country. The theatres of Romania have performed five of his plays, which recount the life and work of such
scientists as Niels Bohr, Enrico Fermi and Pasteur. He has furthermore been responsible for broadcast by
Romanian television, on the life and work of famous scientists.

In addition to all these science popularization activities, Dr Iftimovici has pursued his work as a virologist.
In particular, he has carried out fundamental research in the field of virology at the Pasteur Institutes in
Paris, Tunis and Athens and is currently head of the Laboratory of Viral Pollution at the Romanian Academy’s
Institute of Virology.

I extend my sincere congratulations to the two winners of the 1991 Kalinga Prize, Dr Sehgal and Dr
Iftimovici, whom I am happy to present with the diplomas and cheques that accompany the Prize, together
with the UNESCO Niels Bohr medal.


